
Five senses poems  

 

 

 

Level: All 

Age: 8-12 

Organization: whole class, pairs 

Aims: To create and write a poem based on the five senses; to develop the ability to visualize and 

imagine a place.  

Language focus: can (for possibility), the five senses, the seaside, adjectives of description  

Alternatives: countryside, weather 

Materials: Essential: none 

  

Procedure   

1. Draw a simple web on the board.   

2. Write The seaside in the centre and the verbs see, hear, smell, taste, and touch, arranged 

around this.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                            

 

 

see 

feel hear 

seaside 

touch smell 



 

 

3. Ask the children to suggest things they can see, hear, smell, taste and touch at the seaside. 

Add these to the web. Use this as an opportunity to revise or introduce vocabulary related 

to the seaside.    

4. Either use the web created on the board to build up a poem with the whole class, or divide 

the class into pairs and, after eliciting or suggesting one or two example lines, get the 

children to write a poem based on the web with their partner. An example of a poem 

using this technique is as follows:  

 

At the seaside 

 

I can see blue sea and grey sky, 

 

I can hear the wind and the waves, 

  

I can smell the sea, 

 

I can taste the salt, 

  

And I can touch the soft, yellow sand.   

5. Once the children are ready, invite a few pairs to read their poems to the class.   

6. Children can also illustrate their poems and these can be displayed or made into a class 

book.  

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 

 This activity encourages children to visualize and imagine a place using the five senses as 

a prompt for ideas.   

 The five senses determines the number of lines in the poem and provides a framework 

which makes writing a poem accessible.   

 This activity can form part of a unit of work on places or holidays. In the case, you may 

like to give children the choice of writing a poem about the countryside instead. It can 

also be linked to other work on the senses. 

          

 

 

 

 

 


