
                                                                             Conjunctions  

 

 

And, but and because  

 

In pairs, take turns to continue these sentences, using and, but and because, e.g.   

I’m tired …  

A - I’m tired and I’m going to bed. 

B -  I’m tired, but I’ve got to finish this essay. 

C -  I’m tired because I’ve been up all night studying. 

 

The coffee is good …                       He married Susan …                              Simon is sick …  
They got lost …                                 I’m learning English …                          They went to India … 
My teacher is nice …                       Glenda bought a car …                          I went to the shop … 
 

   

 

Expanding sentences 

 

(Write and, but, because and so on the board.) I’m going to give you a short sentence. In turn, repeat it 

and add one of these conjunctions and a clause. Continue around the class, expanding the sentence with 

each turn. If you forget the sentence, you are out of the game. (When the sentence gets too long, start a 

new one.) 

 

T – I had a dog. 

A – I had a dog but he died. 

B – I had a dog, but he died, so I bought a cat. 

C – I had a dog, but he died, so I bought a cat because I needed the company.  

 

 

Despite, although and however  

 

Look at this example. (Write it on the board.) 

Bill is poor but he’s healthy. 

- Despite his poverty, Bill is healthy. 

- Although he’s poor, Bill is healthy. 

- Bill is poor. However, he’s healthy. 

 

In pairs, change these sentences in the same way. 

 

Arnold is strong, but gentle.             It’s raining, but it’s not cold.         They’re rich, but unhappy. 
It’s expensive, but useless.               It’s cold, but we have to go.          Granny’s old, but she’s agile. 



Think of five similar sentences that are true for you. Tell your partner. 

In pairs, finish these sentences. 

 

Despite the speed we were driving  …                     Despite being completely exhausted … 
Despite the fact that I am a single parent …           Despite her cold …  
Despite his good looks …                                            Despite not speaking Italian …  
Despite the problems we face …                               Despite having ten children …  

 

 

Or  (else)  

 

(Do this activity in open class. Choose students at random and ask them to add to the following 

sentences as you read them out, beginning with or (else), e.g. You’d better not drink anymore … or (else) 

you won’t be able to drive.) 

 

Don’t touch that wire.                                      I have to have a shower in the morning. 
You should study harder.                                 Listen to me.  
Don’t forget to send it today.                          You’d better get some sleep. 
Stop thinking about the exam.                        I’d better pay these bills. 

 

 

Life plans 

 

Look at this pattern and write some more sentences that are true for you, e.g. When it stops raining, I’ll 

go out. As soon as he phones, I’ll let you know. 

 

When  
As soon as  
Until                                + Present                Future  
Before  

 

 

Write some more examples using these verbs. 

 

arrive, end (this lesson), start work, get up, finish job, go out,  
finish, be ready, get married, have dinner, do homework 

 

 

In pairs, tell each other about your own expectations using going to for plans, e.g. As soon as my English 

is good enough, I’m going to back home and get a good job. 

 

In pairs, continue these sequence, e.g. As soon as I pass my exams I’ll go to college. When I leave college,  



I’m going to go travelling. I’ll keep travelling until my money runs out … Try to make it go somewhere 

interesting, e.g. into an extremely adventurous life, a lucky one etc.  

 

 

 
pass exams                leave college                go travelling              live in India … 
 

 


