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The Gateway B1+ diagnostic test has been designed to assess the language ability of your students before entering an  
B1+ level course. It reflects the language and skills covered in the Gateway B1 level course and it can be used to 
determine the areas where your students are strong or weak.  

General Marking Guidelines 
The test covers Grammar, Vocabulary, Use of English and the four core skills (Reading, Listening, Writing and Speaking). The full test 
has a total of 75 points. .   
	

Section Items Points 

Grammar 15 15 
Vocabulary 15 15 
Use of English   5   5 
Reading 10 10 
Listening 10 10 
Writing   1 10 
Speaking   1 10 

Total  75 
 
The complete test takes approximately 60–70 minutes. The test can also be administered partially, using only the Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Use of English, Reading and Listening sections. In this case, the test should take approximately 50 minutes.  
 
You may give the full test or sections of it. Use the following formulas for grading. 
 

Sections Formula 

Full test ([student’s total score] ÷ 75) × 100 = percentage score 

Grammar, Vocabulary, Use of English, Reading, Listening ([student’s total score] ÷ 55) × 100 = percentage score 

 

Grammar, Vocabulary, Use of English, Reading, Listening, 
Writing 

([student’s total score] ÷ 65) × 100 = percentage score 

 

Grammar, Vocabulary, Use of English, Reading, Listening, 
Speaking 

([student’s total score] ÷ 65) × 100 = percentage score 

 

Recommendations for Remediation 
It should be stressed that the diagnostic test is not intended for grading purposes. The value of the test lies in using the points to 
see who the very strong or weak students are and dividing the class into subgroups as necessary.  
 
There are complete answer keys for all of the sections, as well as sample answers for the Writing and Speaking sections. The 
answer key contains tagged structures, lexical sets and skills which help you identify areas where students are having problems. 
 
For example: 1 A [present perfect]  
A student who repeatedly misses items marked [present perfect] may need to review this tense. 
 
In the Teacher’s Resource Centre, you will also find differentiated Extra grammar practice worksheets that can be set for further 
practice of the target grammar, as well as Study skills worksheets offering guidance on the four skills, grammar and vocabulary to 
help students improve their study habits.  
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Grammar 
1 
1  ’m going [be going to] 
2  little [quantifiers] 
3  went [present perfect and past simple]  
4  biggest [comparatives and superlatives]  
5  mustn’t [must and have to] 
 
2   
1  Did you visit [past simple] 
2  haven’t met [present perfect] 
3  taking [gerunds and infinitives] 
4  was built [passive voice] 
5  knew [second conditional] 
 
3 
1  was [past continuous] 
2  had / needed [modal verbs] 
3  who/that [relative pronouns] 
4  a [articles] 
5  hadn’t [reported speech] 

Vocabulary 
4 
1  confidence [noun suffixes] 
2  surprising [adjectives ending in -ing] 
3  ambitious [personal qualities, adjective suffixes]  
4  angry [feelings, adjective suffixes] 
5  freedom [noun suffixes] 
 
5  
1  chat [TV programmes] 
2  screen [using a computer]  
3  aunt [the family] 
4  make [learning a language] 
5  throat [parts of the body] 
 

6 
1  play [fiction] 
2  designer [jobs and work] 
3  save [the environment] 
4  fear [feelings] 
5  get [different uses of get] 

Use of English 
7  
1  enough chairs [not enough] 
2  gets [different uses of get] 
3  should go [should/shouldn’t] / ought to go [modal verbs] 
4  as big as [comparatives] 
5  didn’t use [used to] 

Reading 
8 
1  D [detail] 
2  F [detail] 
3  A [detail] 
4  B [detail] 
5  C [detail] 
 
9   
1  C [understanding opinion] 
2  A [detail] 
3  B [understanding opinion] 
4  C [detail] 
5  B [inference] 
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Listening 
Audioscript 
Bill:  Hi Lola. Have you got any plans for the weekend?  
Lola:  Not really. What about you? 
Bill: I’ll probably go to the Earth Festival in Albert Park. 

This year it’s the festival’s fifth birthday and they say 
it’s going to be really good. 

Lola:  I’ve never heard of it. What is it? 
Bill:  Well, it’s about the environment really, but there’s a 

different topic every year. In the past it’s been about 
water, rainforests and pollution … this year it’s about 
rubbish.  

Lola:  That sounds interesting. We make so much waste 
and we definitely don’t recycle enough.  

Bill:  I know. It’s a big problem ...  
Lola:  So, what can you do there? 
Bill:  Lots of things ... There are three or four zones with 

different activities in each one. For example, in the 
Talk Zone there’ll be presentations and discussions 
by scientists and other people who are working on 
recycling projects … Sheila Sparks is also giving a 
talk! 

Lola:  Really? She’s that famous singer! 
Bill:  Yes, she is. She also has a project to recycle old 

musical instruments for schools. She’s going to talk 
about that ... I hope she’ll play some of them! 

Lola:  And what else can you do there? 
Bill:  There’s also a Games Zone with toys and games 

made from things that people have found. 
Lola:  What sort of games? 
Bill:  I think there are going to be video games, which you 

play on recycled computers. You know … those old 
ones that our parents played when they were 
children. 

Lola:  Oh … I don’t really like them.  
Bill:  Well, I think there’s also going to be an exhibition of 

traditional games from around the world.  
Lola:  That sounds more interesting … So, how much is it to 

get in? 
Bill:  It’s free for children under 16 but adults have to pay 

£3.  
Lola:  Great! Let’s meet tomorrow morning then …   
 
10 
1  five [detail] 
2  rubbish [detail] 
3  singer [detail] 
4  toys [detail] 
5  adults [detail] 

 

11   
1  T [detail] 
2  F [inference] 
3  NM [detail] 
4  F [detail] 
5  T [detail] 

Writing 
12 
Sample answer 
Hi Josh,  
Thanks for your email. I think the book club is a great idea! 
I don’t read very much because I have a lot of homework. 
When I have time, I read science fiction and fantasy novels. I 
really like books with lots of action in them. My favourite book 
is the first Harry Potter book. It’s called Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone. It’s quite old now but my dad 
recommended it to me. It’s about a young boy who finds out 
he’s a wizard. I like it because the characters are interesting. I 
think you should read it in your book club because there’s lots 
to talk about and you can also read the other Harry Potter 
books if you like them. 
I hope that helps you.  
Chris 
 
Marking criteria 
Use the marking criteria below to give a score out of 10. 
9–10 Complete, mainly accurate and appropriate. 
7–8 No more than one omission, mainly accurate, rarely 

inappropriate. 
5–6 No more than one omission, minor inaccuracies, 

sometimes inappropriate. 
3–4 Several omissions, noticeable inaccuracies, often  
 inappropriate. 
1–2 Many omissions, mainly inaccurate, mostly 

inappropriate. 
0 Too little or too incomprehensible to mark. 
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Speaking 
13 
Sample answer 

 I’ve studied English since I was nine years old. First, I had 
classes with my mother’s American friend. Then I started 
learning English at school when I was 11. Now I have seven 
hours of English every week.  

 I used to love English when I was young because we played 
games and listened to songs. Sometimes we acted out 
different scenes like in a café or a shop. But now we study lots 
of grammar so I have to work hard. Sometimes we watch 
video clips and I like that. My teacher chooses lots of funny 
clips!  

 I think English is very important. You need to speak English for 
lots of jobs but it’s also important for travel and other things 
like listening to music and watching films. Although I don’t 
speak much in class, I work hard because I know I will need 
good English in the future. 

 
Marking criteria 
Use the marking criteria below to give a score out of 10. 
9–10 Full contribution. Basic and some complex structures, 

accurate and well-organised. Pronunciation mostly 
clear. 

7–8 Adequate contribution. Basic and some complex 
structures, generally accurate and well-organised. 
Pronunciation mostly clear. 

5–6 Adequate contribution. Basic structures, generally 
accurate and some organisation. Pronunciation mostly 
clear. 

3–4 Limited contribution. Basic structures, often inaccurate 
but some organisation. Pronunciation mostly clear. 

1–2 Very limited contribution. Basic structures, mostly 
inaccurate and little organisation. Pronunciation not 
always clear. 

0 Contribution too small or too incomprehensible to 
mark. 

 


