
Describe and Draw 

 

Level: All  

Age: 8-12  

Organization: whole class, pairs 

Aims: To draw and describe a picture; to listen and draw a picture from a description; to notice 

similarities and differences between pictures. 

Language focus: In the example: there is/are, present continuous, have got, actions, things in the 

park, prepositions of place, on the left/right, at the top/bottom, in the center 

Alternatives: any lexical set suitable to draw in a picture, e.g. furniture, parts of the body (people or 

animals)  

Materials: Essential: none / Optional: photocopies of two different pictures to describe and draw 

(one for each child) 

 

Procedure 

1. Ask the children to tell you things you can find in a park and write a list on the board, e.g. 

tree, flower, bush, bench, pond, boot, kite, foot boll, bike, skateboard, baby, child, man, 

woman, dog. 

2. Ask the children to draw two frames approximately 15x10cms with a ruler in their notebooks. 

3. Ask them to choose six items from the board and secretly draw a picture of a park scene 

which contains these items in one of the frames. Give a time limit for this, e.g. five minutes. 



4. When the children are ready, divide the class into pairs. 

5. Explain that they should take turns to describe their picture to their partner and draw their 

partner's picture in the second frame. 

6. Draw a frame on the board and demonstrate the activity by getting one child to draw what 

you describe, e.g. T: There's a tree on the left. Two boys are playing football near the tree. On 

the right there's a pond. There's a boat and the pond. A child is flying a kite above the pond. 

7. Children take turns to describe and draw their pictures. 

8. At the end, they compare their pictures, identify the similarities and differences and report 

back, e.g. We've both got flowers in our pictures. / In my picture, there aren't any boys.  

 

Comments and suggestions 

 This is a well-known activity which can also work well with children. 

 It's advisable to familiarize children with phrases such as on the left/right, at the top/bottom, 

in the center before the activity. It may also be helpful to label a frame on the board with 

these phrases for reference during the activity. 

 It's important to insist that children draw simple pictures, using stick figures, and to set a time 

limit for drawing, as otherwise some children may draw elaborate pictures which are difficult 

to describe. 

 Other contexts that work well for this activity ore: drawing a room at home, e.g. a bedroom 

or living room, or drawing on imaginary animal, person or monster. 

 

 


