
Learn a Chant with Rods 

 

 

 

Level: A1.1, A1.2 

 

Age: 4-8 

 

Organization: whole class 

 

Aims: To learn a chant using coloured sticks or Cuisenaire rods ; to associate words in the chant with the 

length and colour of the sticks or rods; to develop recall, memory and concentration skills. 

 

Language focus: In the example: imperatives, put on, clothes  

 

Alternatives: any, depending on the rhyme  

 

Materials:  Essential: coloured sticks or Cuisenaire rods 

 

 

Procedure    

1. Choose rods or sticks to correspond to the words in the chant. Choose short sticks for words like 

on and longer sticks for words like everybody.  

2. Get the children to sit in a circle with you.  

3. Teach them the chant by laying out the rods or sticks word by word and line by line on the floor 

facing the children. Use mime to convey the meaning of each word and line.  

4. Go back over the lines you have already taught the children frequently, pointing to the rods in 

turn and getting the children to say the words in chorus with you.  

5. As the same words are repeated in new lines, hold up the rods which represent each word and 

elicit these from the children. As they make the association between the rods and the words, 

they will almost be able to construct the chant themselves: 

Everybody put on your hat, 

Put on your hat, 

Put on your hat. 

Everybody put on your hat, 

Just like me!  

6. Once you have taught the children the whole chant, ask them to stand up and say it with you 

and act it out. For ‘everybody’ point round the group, then mime putting on a hat for each line 

and point to yourself three times as you say each word in the last line.  

7. Repeat several times substituting different clothes words and corresponding actions, e.g. boots, 

coat, gloves or getting the children to suggest these.  

 



Comments and Suggestions 

 

 The use of coloured sticks or rods provides variety in the way you teach rhymes or chants and 

may be particularly memorable for children with strong visual-spatial intelligence.  

 This technique works best for rhymes and chants that include several repetitions of the same 

word. Children can then predict the words as you show them the rods or sticks in each line.  

 If you have a whole box of different coloured sticks or Cuisenaire rods, instead of choosing the 

rods for each word, you can invite the children to do this. As they do this, you can encourage 

them to make the connection between the length of words and the size of rods and also, if 

appropriate, colour and meaning, e.g. orange for the sun.  

 

 


