
I don’t believe you! 

 

Level: A1.2, A2.1, A2.2, B1.1, B1.2                              

Age: 9-12                   

Organization: whole class, groups 

Aims: To make statements giving personal information; to ask and answer questions to ascertain 

whether or not the statements are true; to use any language you know to try and present a 

convincing case. 

Language focus: In the example: present simple statements, questions and answers; free-time 

activities, sports, adverbs of frequency, have got, pets, can (for ability), skills. 

Alternative: past simple 

Materials: Essential - none 

 

Procedure 

1. Explain that you are going to tell the children three things about yourself. Two of the things 

are true and one is false, e.g. I’ve got a pet hamster. I can play the organ. I sometimes go 

mountain biking at the weekend. 

2. Explain that the aim of the game is to ask questions and find out which statement is false, 

e.g. T: I sometimes go mountain biking at the weekend. P1: Where do you go? T: To the 

mountain near Segovia. P2: What’s your bike like? T: It’s blue. It’s an old bike. P3: How many 

kilometres do you ride? T: Oh, usually about twenty or thirty. P4: I don’t believe you! 

 T: You’re right! I only ride my bike in the park! 

3. Ask the children to write two true sentences and one false about themselves in the same 

way. 

4. Once they are ready, divide the class into groups of 3-4. 

5. Children take turns to tell each other their sentences and find out which one is false. At the 

end, the children in each group who have not been challenged on their false sentences are 

the winners. 

 

 

 



Comments and suggestions 

 This game encourages children to use any language they know in order to elaborate on 

their own statements and ask questions to find out whether other people’s statements are 

true or false. 

 The level of challenge in the game can be reduced by getting the children to use one 

language pattern and topic or lexical area only and to write, for example, sentences about 

things they do to help at home, e.g. I sometimes make my bed or things they can do, e.g. I 

can swim underwater. Children can then respond to each others’ statements by simply 

saying I think It’s true! Or I don’t believe you! Rather than asking further questions. 


