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Open Mind
upper interMediate

Reading

Read this article about furniture design. 
Choose the best ending for each sentence.

Items of furniture often rank among the biggest 
purchases we make, in terms of both size and cost. 
A new sofa, for example, is a major investment, while 
a decent bed can mean the difference between a 
healthy spine and the misery of back pain. Most of us 
expect to replace our furniture only rarely, so we look 
both for quality and for something we feel we will 
love for a long time.

Perhaps it is the latter consideration which makes us 
so cautious in our choices. Your sofa may be red and 
mine green, but chances are they are basically similar 
in shape and function, and our beds, tables, chairs 
and wardrobes are probably similar too.

Designer Megan Frith thinks we are missing out. 
‘When it comes to furniture, most of us seem unable 
to think beyond the traditional forms we have been 
brought up with, and I feel that’s a real shame,’ she 
says. ‘There are lots of really creative designers out 
there producing furniture that’s innovative and stylish 
while still being functional, yet people are reluctant to 
consider their products.’

Her own dining room boasts what she calls a ‘swing 
table’, with both the table and chairs hung from the 
ceiling on strong wires. ‘Everyone who comes here 
loves it,’ she claims. ‘It’s incredibly comfortable, and 
when I have friends round for dinner, nobody has to 
knock their knees against the table legs!’

So if swing tables are so great, why haven’t they 
caught on? Frith believes that if we were exposed to 
such designs more often, we would be more willing 
to experiment with them in our own homes. There 
is also the fear that something so new could soon 
appear dated, but as Frith points out, many things 
that seemed very modern and daring when they were 
first brought out are now considered classics. And as 
she says, ‘Why settle for something ordinary when 
you could have something unique?’

Listening

Laura and Mark are having a new room built 
on the side of their house. Listen to them 
talking to their architect. Are the sentences 
below true, false, or is there not enough 
information to be sure? Choose A, B or C.

0 Laura and Mark think the architect’s first design is 
quite good.
A True B False C Not enough information

1 They think he could make better use of the 
space available.
A True B False C Not enough information

2 Mark would prefer to have a glass wall at the front 
and at the side.
A True B False C Not enough information

3 The architect says they can have as much glass as 
they want.
A True B False C Not enough information

4 Folding doors made of glass will make the room 
rather cold.
A True B False C Not enough information

5 Laura doesn’t think they can afford the folding doors.
A True B False C Not enough information
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0 When we buy furniture, we often
A look for things that are not fashionable.
B buy large items.
C spend a lot of money.

1 We may be scared to buy unusual furniture in case
A we stop liking it.
B it’s too expensive.
C our friends don’t like it.

2 Megan Frith thinks that people are
A too conventional to try new things.
B too worried that modern furniture 

isn’t functional.
C too influenced by the furniture they are used to.

3 A big advantage of her ‘swing table’ is that
A her friends love it.
B it doesn’t have legs.
C it hangs from wires.

4 She thinks that people would consider buying 
unusual furniture if they
A realised how comfortable it was.
B could change their furniture more often.
C saw more of it.

5 She says that modern furniture does not necessarily
A have to be unique.
B go out of fashion.
C seem unusual or daring.

Writing
Write a review of a hotel.

 Write at least 100 words. 


