
Date Puzzle 

 

 

 

Level: A1.1, A1.2 

 

Age: 8-12 

 

Organization: individual, pairs, whole class 

 

Aims: To read a series of sentences and identify the date in a puzzle. 

 

Language focus: In the example: days, months, ordinal numbers, prepositions of time, be,  

have got 

 

Alternatives: adjectives to describe people, clothes  

 

Materials:  Essential: none / Optional: pages from a year calendar  

 

 

Procedure 

 

1. Create a context for doing the puzzle, e.g. to find out the date of someone’s birthday (yours or a 

story character’s), the date of a party or school outing (real or pretend), the date of a secret 

meeting (e.g. between spies, story characters). 

2. Draw the calendar below on the board and ask the children to copy this.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Draw children’s attention to the short form of writing the days and pre-teach ‘odd’ (1, 3, 5, 7 etc) 

and ‘even’ (2, 4, 6, 8, etc) numbers. 

                                      May  
 
Sun    Mon    Tue    Wed   Thu     Fri    Sat 
                                                                     1 
 2          3          4         5         6        7         8 
 9         10         11     12       13      14      15 
16        17         18     19       20      21      22  
23        24         25     26       27      28      29 
30        31 
 



 

4.     Divide the class into pairs. 

5.    Write the puzzle sentences below on the board. 

 

1.  The date isn’t on a Friday  
2.  The date is after the 15th   
3.  The date is an even number 
4.  The date hasn’t got a two in it   
5.  The date isn’t on a Sunday  

 

6. Explain that children should read the sentences and cross off the dates on the calendar in order to 

find the date as fast as they can. 

7. Check the answer. 

8. With older children, if you have a year calendar available, give the page for one month to each pair. 

9. Ask the children to work with their partner and write five sentences to create a similar puzzle for a 

date of their choice using the month of the calendar they have got. Explain that they should order and 

structure the sentences the same way as the original puzzle, e.g. 1) The date, isn’t on a …  2) The date 

is before/after the ... 3) The date is an even /odd number.  

10. When the children are ready, ask them to exchange their puzzles and work out the dates. 

 

 

Comments and Suggestions   

 The logical-deductive nature of this puzzle makes reading and writing at sentence level 

purposeful, challenging and enjoyable.   

 With younger children you will need to work through one puzzle with the whole class first in order 

to model the thinking process out loud, e.g. The date isn’t on a Friday. So let’s cross off all the 

Fridays like this.   

 The cognitive demands of solving and creating a puzzle, are likely to appeal to some children more 

than others. By organizing them in pairs, children can help each other and talk through the steps 

to solve the puzzle. This also ensures that the activity is not threatening.   

 With pictures of people or a group photo, you can create similar reading puzzles for finding a 

mystery person, e.g. The person hasn’t got long hair. The person isn’t wearing jeans. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

   

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


