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Open Mind
upper interMediateend-of-course tests a and B: answer key

End-of-course: Grammar and Vocabulary Test A

Vocabulary
A
1 B
2 A
3 C

4 C
5 A

B
6 c
7 a
8 e

9 d
 10 b

C
 11 C
 12 C
 13 A

 14 A
 15 C

D
 16 responsibility
 17 proof
 18 sustain

 19 tradition
 20 focus

E
 21 B
 22 B
 23 C

 24 A
 25 B

F
 26 heart
 27 failure
 28 subject
 29 assessment
 30 research

 31 thrill
 32 foundation
 33 alleys
 34 Refugees
 35 will

G
 36 C
 37 A
 38 C
 39 A
 40 C

Grammar
A
1 A
2 C

3 A
4 B

5 C

B
6 In spite of
7 not to
8 would have

9 Furthermore
 10 had to

C
 11 A
 12 A

 13 C
 14 B

 15 A

D
 16 can’t
 17 might
 18 rather

 19 studying
 20 to study

E
 21 A
 22 C
 23 C

 24 A
 25 C

F
 26 They specifically discuss women’s issues on the show. ✓

 27 Oh no! I forgot to pick up the keys! ✓

 28 She’s incapable of thinking logically. ✓

 29 By ten o’clock, I had finally completed the report. ✓

 30 Surely he must have tried out the restaurant before 
he booked it. ✓

 31 Don’t waste your time trying to impress others! ✓

 32 We can get both David’s and Phoebe’s bikes in the 
shed. ✓

 33 I’d rather get there earlier, if possible. ✓

 34 Paul is opposed to eating meat on principle. ✓

 35 We’re going away for a few days but exactly where 
we’re going, we haven’t decided. ✓

G
 36 B
 37 C

 38 A
 39 B

 40 A



PHOTOCOPIABLE

© Macmillan Publishers Limited 2015. This page may be photocopied and used within the class. 2

Open Mind Upper intermediate

End-of-course: Grammar and Vocabulary Test B

Vocabulary
A
1 B
2 A
3 C

4 C
5 A

B
6 sustain
7 tradition
8 focus

9 responsibility
 10 proof

C
 11 C
 12 C
 13 A

 14 A
 15 C

D
 16 thrill
 17 foundation
 18 alleys
 19 Refugees
 20 will

 21 heart
 22 failure
 23 subject
 24 assessment
 25 research

E
 26 B
 27 B
 28 C
 29 A
 30 B

F
 31 e
 32 d
 33 b
 34 c
 35 a

G
 36 C
 37 A
 38 C
 39 A
 40 C

Grammar
A
1 A
2 C
3 A

4 B
5 C

B
6 Don’t waste your time trying to impress others! ✓

7 We can get both Simon’s and Flora’s bikes in the 
shed. ✓

8 I’d rather get there earlier, if possible. ✓

9 Clare is opposed to eating meat on principle. ✓

 10 We’re going away for a few days but exactly where 
we’re going, we haven’t decided. ✓

 11 They specifically discuss women’s issues on the 
show. ✓

 12 Oh no! I forgot to pick up the keys! ✓

 13 He’s incapable of thinking logically. ✓

 14 By three o’clock, I had finally completed the report. 
✓

 15 Surely he must have tried out the restaurant before 
he booked it. ✓

C
 16 A
 17 A
 18 C

 19 B
 20 A

D
 21 would have
 22 Furthermore
 23 had to

 24 In spite of
 25 not to

E
 26 A
 27 C
 28 C

 29 A
 30 C

F
 31 can’t
 32 might
 33 rather

 34 studying
 35 to study

G
 36 B
 37 C
 38 A

 39 B
 40 A
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Open Mind Upper intermediate

End-of-course: Skills Test

Listening
A
1 F
2 T
3 F
4 T
5 N

B
6 To find out why some people liked extreme sports and what made extreme sports 

attractive to some people.
7 Agony and terror.
8 The desire to achieve goals and a competitive character.
9 Once one goal has been achieved, another, more ambitious one must be set.
 10 Their last victory.

Reading
A
1 B
2 C
3 C
4 B
5 A

B
6 Initially she was annoyed by his comments. Later she started to wonder whether 

they had been true.
7 Restaurants and concert venues.
8 She said she was ‘guilty too’ after writing about people taking photos of 

their meals.
9 Taking photographs at a concert. 
 10 ‘Just to prove to our friends that we were there?’
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Open Mind Upper intermediate

Writing

Mark scheme for Writing
These assessment criteria should be interpreted at Open Mind Upper Intermediate standard.

Writing Communication Language

Band 3
3.3, 3.2, 3.1

The main points of the task are 
communicated successfully.

Extend content by expressing and 
justifying opinions.

Text requires little effort to be 
understood by the reader.

Band 3
3.3, 3.2, 3.1

Text uses a range of simple and complex 
structures successfully. There are few 
grammatical errors.

Uses a range of vocabulary appropriate 
to the task successfully.

Spelling is generally correct.

Band 2
2.3, 2.2, 2.1

Text communicates most of the 
information requested by the task.

Attempts to extend content by 
expressing simple opinions and  
justifying them.

Text can be understood by the reader 
with some effort in some cases.

Band 2
2.3, 2.2, 2.1

Text uses simple structures and some 
more complex structures with some 
grammatical errors.

Uses vocabulary appropriate to the 
task. Spelling is accurate enough for the 
meaning to be clear.

Band 1
1.3, 1.2, 1.1

Few or some of the main points of the 
task are communicated.

Communicates little or some 
information requested by the task.

Text requires some effort to be 
understood by the reader.

Band 1
1.3, 1.2, 1.1

Text uses simple structures with some 
grammatical errors.

Uses little or some vocabulary 
appropriate to the task.

Spelling is often accurate enough for 
meaning to be clear with some effort 
from the reader.

Band 0 Response below Upper Intermediate level. Band 0 Response below Upper Intermediate level.

Writing Sample Answer A

The historic town of Brightchester was one of the earliest Roman settlements in England, and much evidence of 
Roman life still remains here, from the ancient city walls to the numerous archaeological sites in the area. 

Learn more in our city museum, which also contains a fascinating display about the wool trade, the main source of 
employment in medieval times. 

If the weather is good, why not visit the stunning botanic gardens or stroll through the narrow alleys in the city 
centre, perhaps treating yourself to a souvenir from one of the unique shops there?

For something a little more active, bikes or canoes can be hired from Jones’ shop just by the main bridge, and our 
Olympic-size swimming pool and indoor tennis courts are open all year round.

Writing Sample Answer B

Choose a subject that you love! It sounds obvious, but if you’re passionate about nature, shoot nature. If it’s faces that 
you love, photograph faces. The more you love the subject, the better your photos will be.

Move closer. If your photos aren’t exciting, take a few steps closer to your subject. The improvement will be dramatic!

Work out where the light is coming from and use it to your advantage. Interesting and unusual areas of light and 
shadow can make a photo.

‘Frame’ your subject. What’s behind them? A well-placed window or door in the background can make a great frame for 
the subject and draw the eye to them.

Finally, practise. Take your camera everywhere you go and shoot at every opportunity!

Good luck.
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Open Mind Upper intermediate

Speaking

Mark scheme for Speaking
These assessment criteria should be interpreted at Open Mind Upper Intermediate standard.

Speaking Communication Language

Band 3
3.3, 3.2, 3.1

The main points of the task 
are communicated.

Response extended successfully. Imitates 
language pronunciation well. Response 
requires little effort to be

understood by the listener.

Band 3
3.3, 3.2, 3.1

Response uses an extensive 
range of simple and complex 
structures successfully.

There may be some/a few 
grammatical errors.

Uses successfully a range of vocabulary 
and structures appropriate to the task.

Band 2
2.3, 2.2, 2.1

Some of the main points of the task 
are communicated.

Response is sometimes extended. 
Pronunciation is clear enough but little 
attempt to imitate language speech.

Response requires little effort to be 
understood by the listener.

Band 2
2.3, 2.2, 2.1

Response attempts to use a range of 
complex structures.

There are some grammatical errors. 
Uses vocabulary and simple structures 
appropriate to the task.

Band 1
1.3, 1.2, 1.1

Few of the main points of the task 
are communicated.

Response is basic. Pronunciation is 
often unclear.

Response requires considerable effort to 
be understood by the listener.

Band 1
1.3, 1.2, 1.1

Response uses a limited range 
of structures.

Grammatical errors are evident.

Uses little vocabulary appropriate to 
the task.

Band 0 Response below Upper Intermediate level. Band 0 Response below Upper Intermediate level.


