
Categories 

 

Level: All                                              

Age: 8-12                      

Organization: groups, whole class 

Aims: To recall vocabulary from different lexical sets at speed; to collaborate in groups. 

Language focus: any familiar lexical sets 

Materials:  Essential: none/ Optional: stopwatch or timer 

 

Procedure 

1. Divide the class into groups. 

2. Say the name of a lexical set, e.g. food.  Use a stopwatch or timer if you have one. Give the 

children three minutes to work with their group and write a list of as many food words as 

they can think of. 

3. After three minutes, ask each group to say one of their words in turn while the rest of the 

class listens. If another group has the same word, then everyone crosses it off their list. 

4. When the children have finished reading their lists, count up the number of words the class 

has thought collectively in that category and write this and the words which only one group 

had, if there are any, on the board. 

5. Repeat the procedure with several other categories and lexical sets, e.g. clothes, animals, 

sports. At the end, use the scores on the board to identify the lexical set in which the class 

knows. 

6. Follow with an activity such as Magic eyes to help more children remember these words too. 

 

Comments and suggestions 

 This activity gives children practice in retrieving words from memory at speed. Through 

working in groups, children are encouraged to listen to and value each other as a learning 

resource. 

 For a more challenge version of the activity, draw and label four columns on the board, e.g. 

food, clothes, animals, sports. Say a letter of the alphabet. Children have three minutes to 

think of as many words as possible in each category beginning with the letter you say. They 

then report back in the same way. Repeat several times with different letters. Choose letters 



which begin several words the children are likely to know in each category, and avoid letters 

which are difficult: e.g. K. Y, I, Z. 

 


