
Object poems  

 

 

 

Level: A2.1, A2.2, B1.1 

Age: 9-12 

Organization: whole class, pairs 

Aims: To observe, touch and examine an object closely; to answer questions in order to describe the 

object; to use the answers to create, write and edit a poem about the object. 

Language focus: present simple, feelings, adjectives to describe objects, like a.... 

Materials: Essential: objects for the activity, e.g. shells, pebbles, feathers (one for each pair) / Optional: 

photocopies of the question sheet (one for each pair) 

 

Procedure   

1. Show the children the object you have chosen for the activity, e.g. a shell.   

2. Either give out the question sheet you have prepared or write the questions on the board. 

 

 

 
 
What is this? _________________________________________________________      
  
Where do you find it? __________________________________________________  
   
What size and shape is it? _______________________________________________ 
 
What color is it?   _____________________________________________________ 
 
How does it feel when you touch it? _______________________________________ 
 
What other words describe it?   ___________________________________________ 
 
What does it make you think of?  __________________________________________ 
 
What does it make you feel?  ______________________________________________ 
 
 

 

 

 



Conker  

From a chestnut tree 

In Autumn 

On the ground 

Round and brown  

Hard and shiny 

The winter is coming  

I feel cold and sad 

 

Cesar and Javier 
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On the ground 
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Cesar and Javier 

 

3. Divide the class into pairs.  

4. Give each pair a shell to examine closely and ask them to write answers to the questions.  

5. Once the children are ready, get them to write their answers in the form of a poem.  

6. Once they have written a draft, encourage them to cut, add or change words in order to improve 

their poems. An example of a poem using this technique is as follows: 

 

A shell, 

On the wet sand, 

Like a small plate, 

Write and pink, 

Smooth and shiny, 

I think of the sea, 

I feel happy.   

 

Comments and Suggestions  

 The questions provide a scaffold which helps children structure the poem.        

 This activity allows for personal, divergent responses and can be realized at different levels, as the 

two examples of poems about conkers written by eleven-year-old boys following a similar question 

sheet show: 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


