
Partner exchange 

 

 

 

Level: A1.2, A2.1, A2.2, B1.1, B1.2 

Age: 8-12 

Organization: whole class, individual 

Aims: To ask and exchange information with a partner class from another school by email;  

to motivate children to write in English; to create a sense of class and school community; to  

develop interest and curiosity in children from a school in another country.  

Language focus: In the example: present simple, there is/are, have got, school, places, members, of the 

family 

 

Alternatives: any, depending on the topic of the exchanges 

Materials:  Essential:  computers and internet access; you also need to have established a partner class 

in a school in another country for the children to exchanges messages with. This does not necessarily 

need to be an English-speaking country and the exchange may prove richer by exposing the children to 

greater cultural variety.  

 

 

Procedure   

1. Ask the children what things they think would be interesting to tell their partner, class and write a 

list on the board, e.g. things about the location of the school; things about the school itself – size, 

subjects, sports, school day; things about themselves – family, pets, where they live, things they 

like and don’t like.   

2. Build up a description of the school and location with the whole class to form part of the general 

introductory part of the email. Then ask the children to complete or write descriptions of 

themselves individually following a model.   

3. When the children have done this, get them to help prepare attachments to go with the email 

they will send to the partner class, e.g. either individual photo, class photo, photo of their 

classroom or school. Alternatively children can draw pictures and scan these as part of the 

attachments to accompany the message.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Comments and Suggestions  

 The email and attachments can be kept simple as above or children can make electronic profiles of 

themselves. The electronic profiles can also include a link to individual children’s email addresses 

with the school account.  This will also allow for setting up individual exchanges between pupils in 

the partner class.        

 Depending on your agreement with the partner class or school, the partner exchange can develop 

in any number of ways. For example, the children can write collaborative stories, research 

different aspects of the same topic for a project, prepare quizzes for each other, or exchange 

cultural information such as favorite recipes, famous landmarks or famous historical figures from 

their country.   

 If both schools have or can arrange access to web cams or video conferencing facilities children 

can also ‘meet’ the children from their partner school.  

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


