
True or false? 

 

 

Level: All  

Age: 4-12  

Organization: whole class 

 

Aims: To listen and respond non-verbally or verbally to sentences which are true or false; to 

develop concentration and pay attention. 

Language Focus: any, depending on the topic, story or unit of work, eg present simple, past 

simple, can (for ability), there is/are 

Materials Essential: none; Optional: flashcards, poster or course book picture 

 

Procedure 

 

1.Decide on the non-verbal or verbal response you want the children to give in the activity and 

explain and demonstrate this. For example, non-verbal responses for true sentences could be for 

children to put their hands on their heads and for false sentences to fold their arms. Verbal 

responses could be to say Yes! or repeat the sentence for true sentences and to say No! or turn the 

sentence into a true one, for false sentences. 

2. Say a series of true or false sentences based on the unit of work, topic or story that you are 

currently doing and children respond verbally or non-verbally in the way you have set up. 

 

Comments and Suggestions 

 

• With very young children, this activity needs to be done with reference to real things, pictures 

or actions in the children's immediate environment, eg using flashcards The duck is yellow/The 
horse is red. With older children, sentences con be longer and need not necessarily refer to the 

immediate environment. For example, sentences may relate to topic or content-based work, eg 

Mammals lay eggs! Bears can swim, or to a story or other listening or reading text the children 

have done. 

• You can vary the non-verbal responses in the activity depending on the age of the children, 

the space in your classroom, as well as the stage in the lesson and whether or not physical 

movement is appropriate. For example, in one more kinesthetic version of the activity, you 

can ask children to jump three times for true sentences and tum round on the spot for false 

• This activity gives you an opportunity to observe and evaluate informally which children 

respond confidently and appropriately each time, and which children wait and copy what 

their friends do, and who may need more individualized attention and help. 

• The activity is also suitable to use for visual observation of a poster or picture in the course 

book, eg there’s a man driving a blue car. 
 


