
Stories 

 

Reading habits 

 How important is storytelling in your culture? Do you think it is important to tell young children 

stories? Why (not)? Find out about your partner's reading habits. Here are some questions to help 

you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Estimate how much time you spend reading every day and how much time you spend watching TV. 

Note the times down on a piece of paper. Below that draw a pie chart including the following kinds 

of reading. 

novels,                    'quality' newspapers/magazines,                   other press/comics, 

signs/hoardings,              instructions,            study books,             computer screens 
 

 

Mingle with the rest of the class and compare your notes and pie chart with other students. 

 

Planning a story 

In small groups, make notes on the location, character and first scene for these types of story. 

romance,                   horror,                      adventure,                whodunnit,            fairy tale 

 

 

Choose your favorite and agree how the story develops and ends. 

 

 

 

Are you reading а book in your free time? What's it about?  
What kind of books do you usually read? Why?  
What's the best book you've ever read? Why did you like it so much? Are you а fast reader?  
Do you read magazines or comics? Which ones?  
What do you think of e-books? Will they ever replace traditional books? 

 



Genres 

What different types of story can you think of? (Write suggestions on the board as а list.)  

western,                 disaster,                 historical,              gangster story,             love story,               war,        

detective,                  family saga,                 sci-fi 

 

 

Can you think of any examples for each type? Who wrote them?  

Work in small groups. Each group is going to write the beginning of а story. I'll tell you which type. (Allocate 

а different type to each group.) Appoint а secretary to do the writing, on а separate piece of paper with your 

names at the top. (Give the groups а few minutes to begin their stories.)  

Now pass your story to the next group, and continue the story you receive. (Repeat this two or three times, 

and then pass the stories back to the groups that started them.)  

Correct any mistakes you find in the other groups' writing, and choose а volunteer to read the story to the 

class. 

 

Fortunately, unfortunately 

Work in two groups, А and В. You are going to continue some stories. Group А, you want а happy ending. 

Group В, you want а sad ending. Continue these story beginnings starting with 'fortunately' if you are in Group 

А, and 'unfortunately' if you are in Group В.  

(The two groups take it in turns to add to the story.) 

 

He stepped down from the train and there she was on the platform ...  

Frank's car suddenly broke down in the middle of the forest. It was а dark night ...  

The prince was riding through the valley on his horse ...  

We were just а poor family when they discovered oil on our land ... 

 

 

(After four or five additions, tell the next group to finish the story. Another way to do this is for pairs of 

students to write their addition to the story, fold the paper so that only their line is visible and then pass it on 

to the next pair, who repeat the process.) 



Guided story telling 

Work in groups of four. Here's the beginning of a story. (Write it on the board.) 

There was an old lady living in a cottage in the forest with her granddaughter ... 

 

 

 Student А, describe the old lady to the rest of the group. Student В, describe the granddaughter.  

 Student С, describe the cottage.  

 Student D, describe the forest and beyond.  

(Write up the next line.) 

One day a young man knocked at the door ... 

 

 

Agree а description of the young man: who he was, where he was from, why he was calling at the house, etc. 

Finish the story, taking turns to add one sentence each. When you have finished, work with а partner from 

another group and tell each other your finished story. 

 

Story words 

In groups, select twenty recently learnt items of vocabulary and write them on а large piece of paper. Swap 

your paper with another group. Put the one you receive in the middle of your group and take turns to use the 

words in а story, adding one line each. 

 

Comprehension questions 

Look at the comprehension questions and tell me what you think the story is about. What's going to happen 

next? 

Why did Henry kill Roderick? Who did he call then? Were the diamonds still there? How did Henry get 

away? Why did Fiona shout, 'You don't need the gun, Jack'? 

 

 

In small groups, write ten similar questions for а another story which another group is going to write. Swap 

your list of questions with another group, and write the story for the questions you receive. 



Once upon а time 

 (Find out how many folk stories the students know and put them into two or three groups in which 

they all know the same story. Here are some possible stories.) 

Sleeping Beauty,                     Hansel and Grettel,                 Snow White and the Seven Dwarves,                   
Jack and the Beanstalk,            Dracula,           Goldilocks,           The Ugly Duckling 

 

 

(In their groups, students discuss the story and remind each other of how it goes, then tell the story to the 

class, taking turns to say one line each.) 

 (With mixed nationality classes, ask the students to think of a folk story from their countries. Put 

them in groups with one or two students telling their stories to the others, or get one volunteer to 

tell the story to the whole class.) 

 

Mini sagas 

l'm going to dictate the story of Romeo and Juliet. Write it down. 

Romeo and Juliet fell deeply in love, but their parents did not get on. Everything became tragic when 

Juliet's cousin killed Romeo's best friend. There was а misunderstanding about а sleeping potion. Romeo, 

thinking Juliet was dead, committed suicide. Juliet awoke, saw Romeo, made а speech, and killed herself 

too. 

 

How many words are there in the story? There should be fifty.  

In pairs, write another well-known story, or the summary of а film, exactly fifty words. Swap stories with 

another pair. Have they missed anything important? If so, try to add it without increasing the total number of 

words. 

 

Picture Story 

In four groups, choose one person to draw four pictures on separate pieces of paper: 1) an animate object, 2) 

an inanimate object, 3) а place, 4) an action. (Collect them all together and shuffle them.) Join another group 

so that there are two groups. Take half the pictures each and use all the pictures your group receives to 

compose а story. 

 

 

 



Projects 

 (For mixed nationality classes). Look up a folk story from your country on the Internet. Ideally, it 

should contain illustrations and be no longer than two sides of A4 when printed out. Bring your story 

to class and put it up on the wall for the others to read. 

 Look up urban legends on the internet and print one of them out to bring to the next lesson. In 

class, decide which one is the most interesting and which is the most unbelievable. 

 


