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Upper intermediate

Open mind
Vocabulary
A Match the words and phrases with 
the definitions.
0 come up with e

1 washed-up  

2 make it big  

3 high self-esteem  

4 aspiration  

5 traumatic  

6 in the spotlight  

7 dwindle  

8 worthlessness  

a no longer successful or popular
b a feeling that the things you do have no value
c making you feel very upset or afraid
d to get gradually less or smaller until almost 

nothing remains
e to think of something, such as an idea or plan
f the feeling that you are important and deserve to be 

treated well
g to become famous and successful
h a strong wish to achieve something
i receiving a lot of public attention

B Match the sentence halves.
0 It was in the 1990s that he made it g

9 Scientists everywhere are working hard  
to discover  

 10 He made a fortune after writing  

 11 She runs a very successful  

 12 He married his cousin, which at the  
time caused  

 13 It was a woman called Sandra Green who  
first came up  

 14 This was his first attempt to break  

 15 When his mother died, he inherited  

a a fortune.
b with the idea.
c a best-selling novel.
d global company.
e a scandal.
f the land speed record.
g big.
h a cure for the disease.

C Complete the text with options from 
the box.

made it big    best-selling    scandal    traumatic    

run    came up with    spotlight    inherit    ambitions

Sophie Turner was born to a poor family in Manchester. 

She always had (0) ambitions  to be a 

businesswoman, and left school at fourteen to set up 

a clothing company. She was fairly successful from the 

start, but she really (16)   in her thirties, 

when she (17)   the idea of allowing 

low-income families to buy their clothes on credit, 

paying back a small amount each week. By the time she 

died, she was a multi-millionaire. She had married late in 

life, and everyone assumed that her only son would  

(18)   the business. Her decision 

to pass it on to her niece caused something of a  

(19)   in the business world.

Years later, a journalist asked the son if this had  

been a (20)   time for him.  

‘Not at all,’ he replied. ‘I never wanted to be in the  

(21)  , and my cousin has done a 

terrific job. I wouldn’t have been the right person to  

(22)   the company, and my mother 

knew that.’ In fact, Toby Turner has gone on to write 

several (23)   novels, so he has found 

success in his own way.

Unit 3: Grammar and vocabUlary test b



© Macmillan Publishers Limited 2015. This page may be photocopied and used within the class.

PHO
TOC
OPI
ABL
E

2

Open Mind  upper intermediate

Grammar

A Complete these sentences to report what 
each speaker said. If back-shifting is optional, 
provide two answers.

0 ‘I’m from the south of the country.’
 She told me she is from / was from  the south 

of the country.

1 ‘We love having dinner with Ben and Alison.’
 They said they   having 

dinner with Ben and Alison.

2 ‘I’m a bit worried about the cost.’
 To begin with, he said he    

a bit worried about the cost.

3 ‘I’ll give Mike a lift to the party tonight.’ 
 (the next day) She said she    

Mike a lift to the party.

4 ‘I’m slightly concerned about the project.’
 Initially, he said he   slightly 

concerned about the project.

5 ‘I haven’t eaten anything this morning.’
 He said he   that morning.

6 ‘I’ll let Emma know the arrangements for tomorrow.’
 (an hour later) He said he    

Emma know the arrangements.

7 ‘I can’t understand what she’s saying.’
 At first, he said he  .

B Complete the sentences to report what 
these people said, using the options in the 
box below. Use some options more than once.  
There are four extra options.

could   would   had to   might   will   must   may   
should   hadn’t

0 ‘I might have to work late.’
 He said he might  have to work late.

8 ‘You could try getting tickets online.’
 He suggested that I   try getting 

tickets online. 

9 ‘I may never see him again.’ 
 She said she   never see him again.

 10 ‘Will you be at the meeting tomorrow?’
 My boss asked if I   be at the meeting 

the next day.

D Choose the best ending for each definition.
0 If you come up with an idea, you

A suggest it to other people.
B are the first person to think of it.
C discover it by accident.

 24 If you break a record, you
A prove that someone has cheated in a race.
B do something that nobody has ever 

done before.
C do something better or faster than it has ever 

been done before.

 25 If something dwindles, it
A gradually becomes less successful.
B gradually becomes smaller.
C causes you a lot of problems.

 26 If you suffer from feelings of worthlessness, you
A think that the things you do have no value.
B think that people do not respect you enough.
C think you should be paid more.

 27 If you discover a cure for a disease, you
A find a substance or method that makes the 

disease go away.
B test a substance or method to make the disease 

go away.
C realise that your disease has gone away.

 28 Your aspirations are
A the things you have achieved.
B the things you want to achieve.
C the things you need to do in order to achieve 

what you want.

 29 Your self-esteem is
A the feeling that you will be successful one day.
B the feeling that you are better than 

other people.
C the feeling that you are important and deserve 

to be treated well.

 30 A person who is washed-up
A has given up their successful career.
B is no longer popular or successful.
C is experiencing a period when they are not 

popular or successful.

Score   / 30
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Open Mind  upper intermediate

D Think about whether back-shifting 
is necessary or optional. Tick (✓) all the 
sentences that are correct. 

0 ‘I’m a teacher at the local school.’
a) She said she’s a teacher at the local school. ✓

b) She said she was a teacher at the local school. ✓

 24 ‘Are you going to the party?’
a) He asked me if I’m going to the party.  

b) He asked me if I was going to the party.  

 25 ‘I haven’t seen Joe this morning.’
a) He said he hasn’t seen Joe that morning.  

b) He said he hadn’t seen Joe that morning.  

 26 ‘I don’t understand the rules.’
a) He said he doesn’t understand the rules.  

b) He said he didn’t understand the rules.  

 27 ‘We enjoy hearing Adam play the piano.’
a) He said they enjoy hearing Adam play  

the piano.  

b) He said they enjoyed hearing Adam play 
the piano.  

 28 ‘We’ll definitely keep in touch with you.’
a) They promised that they’ll keep in touch  

with us.  

b) They promised that they would keep  
in touch with us.  

 29 ‘I may come with you.’
a) He said he may come with us.  

b) He said he might come with us.  

 30 ‘Life can be hard at times.’
a) She said that life can be hard at times.  

b) She said that life could be hard at times.  

Score   / 30

Total score   / 60

 11 ‘I must send off my application form by this Monday.’
 He said he   send off his application 

form by next Monday.

 12 ‘You should apply for the job’
 He said I   apply for the job.

 13 ‘Admittedly, I hadn’t prepared very well for 
the exam.’

 He admitted that he   prepared very well 
for the exam.

 14 ‘Can you help out?’
 They asked if I   help out.

 15 ‘Would you prefer to live in the country?’
 He asked whether I   prefer to live in 

the country.

C Choose the correct form of the verb.

0 He told us we must / had to pay for the food we 
had eaten.

 16 She said she hadn’t / hasn’t met him before that day.

 17 We were quite worried because Claire said she  
can’t / couldn’t find her passport.

 18 She claimed she has had / had had four children by 
the age of 20.

 19 He said he can’t / couldn’t see the stage from where 
he was sitting.

 20 I asked him if he will / would sign my 
autograph book.

 21 My dad told us he must / had to work late that night.

 22 I apologised for the mess, but she said she didn’t 
notice / hadn’t noticed.

 23 She said she can / could help us if we wanted her to.


