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Speaking
Student interacts with the teacher. Teacher asks the questions below to 
elicit a 5–6 minute conversation. 

Set 1
Ask questions about shopping.
For example,
We’re going to talk about shopping.
•	 Do you often go shopping? What things do you 

like to buy?
•	 Do you buy things on impulse, or do you consider 

your purchases carefully?
•	 In what ways do your shopping habits differ from 

those of your parents when they were your age?
•	 What is your attitude to debt – would you be 

willing to take out a loan to buy something you 
want? Give your reasons.

Set 2
Ask questions about controversial beliefs.
For example, 
We’re going to talk about controversial beliefs.
•	 Do you ever read your horoscope? Do you think 

there is any truth in the idea that the stars can 
influence your life?

•	 Why do you think that so many people believe in 
astrology? Does it have anything of value to offer?

•	 Can you think of anything that one of your friends 
or family believes in that you do not?

•	 Would you challenge your friends if they 
expressed a belief you think is false? Do you think 
you can have a good relationship with someone 
whose beliefs are very different from yours?
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Open Mind

Set 3
Ask questions about games.
For example,
We’re going to talk about games.
•	 Other than computer games, do you ever play 

games with your friends and family? If yes, what 
sort of games? If no, why not?

•	 Do you think that games can be used for 
learning? Is this true for adults as well as children?

•	 If you had to spend an evening playing games 
with friends, what game or games would you 
choose and why?

•	 Do you prefer individual games or team games? 
Games of skill or games of luck? Games that are 
physically active or mentally challenging? Give 
your reasons.

Set 4
Ask questions about the media.
For example,
We’re going to talk about the media.
•	 What are the most important stories in the news 

at the moment? 
•	 Where do you get your information about current 

affairs? Do you think we can trust the mainstream 
media? 

•	 Why do different newspapers or TV channels 
report the same events in different ways? 

•	 How has modern technology affected the way 
we get our news? Do you think this leads to better 
or worse information?
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Open Mind advanced

Set 7
Ask questions about conspiracy theories.
For example:
We’re going to talk about conspiracy theories, such as 
the possibility that the moon landings were faked.
•	 What other conspiracy theories do you know of?
•	 Generally, what is your opinion on conspiracy 

theories? Are they nonsense, or do you 
sometimes think there is some truth in them?

•	 Why do so many people believe in them?
•	 Do you think we are always told the truth about 

major events? If not, tell me about instances 
where the public were not told the truth.

Set 8
Ask questions about music.
For example:
We’re going to talk about music.
•	 How do you consume music? (Do you stream it, 

download it, etc.?)
•	 Musicians and record companies sometimes 

complain that their profits are being reduced 
because fewer people pay to listen to music 
nowadays. Does this worry you? Does it affect 
how you consume music?

•	 Do you think people listen to a greater variety of 
music these days as a result of the availability of 
so much music?

Set 5
Ask questions about modern art.
For example:
We’re going to talk about modern art.
•	 Modern art is quite controversial. What sort of 

thing do people often criticise it for?
•	 What examples of modern art have you seen? 

Can you describe them for me?
•	 What is your opinion on modern art? Are you a fan?
•	 You are visiting a town. It has one gallery famous 

for its modern art exhibits and another gallery that 
contains celebrated classical works of art. You only 
have time for one visit. Which will it be? Explain 
your choice.

Set 6
Ask questions about computer games.
For example:
We’re going to talk about computer games.
•	 Do you play computer games? If so, what do you 

get out of them? If not, why not?
•	 Do you think you spend too much time playing 

computer games? / Do you think the people 
around you spend too much time playing 
computer games?

•	 What are the benefits of playing computer 
games? What are the bad points?

•	 Does it worry you that young children spend a 
lot of time playing computer games? If so, why? 
What effect do you think it is having on them?


