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Unit Test 1 
 01         

Speaker 1: Generally I have a good relationship with my 
parents, but we don’t always agree about things! 
They don’t like me to stay out too late and I know 
they worry so I try to get home when they want 
me to. I don’t go out much during the week, so it’s 
not a big problem. Sometimes there’s a party at 
the weekend and then they’re not quite so strict. 

Speaker 2: There are quite a lot of rules in our house and I 
think there are too many! My parents want me to 
look after my little brother in the evening 
sometimes, but that’s OK. He’s no trouble. But 
another rule is that I have to finish my homework 
before I can go out – even at the weekend – and I 
don’t think that’s fair. And I also spend my 
Saturday mornings cleaning my bedroom – which 
I hate! 

Speaker 3: My parents and I have different ideas about a lot 
of things. They want me to come home to eat at 
the same time every day, so that we all eat 
together. I know that’s important, but I do a lot of 
sports after school and it’s not always easy. They 
don’t really understand. Sport is a big part of my 
life. 

Speaker 4: I argue with my parents quite a lot, but I think 
that’s normal for parents and teenagers. It’s 
usually about my computer. I play a lot of games 
in my room and chat to friends. Mum and Dad 
want me to come downstairs and watch TV with 
them! I don’t think so! I mean, I like my parents, 
but I also like to spend time on my own. 

Unit Test 2  
 02  

Man:  Hi! Did you have a good journey to London 
yesterday? 

Woman: It was OK. A bit long. The train left at 9.30, but 
there was a problem and it stopped for an hour 
just outside Winchester. We got to London at 
3.15! 

Man: Oh no. There’s always some delay or other on the 
trains these days. So what happened? Did the 
train hit something? 

Woman: It was quite exciting really. Did you read about the 
robbery in Winchester yesterday morning? 

Man: Yes. Three men stole some expensive jewellery 
from a shop. In the middle of the morning! 

Woman: That’s right. Well, they escaped in a fast car, but 
they stopped when they got to the railway track. 
The police were chasing them, so they got out of 
the car and ran along the track. The police were 
behind them! The police called ahead to stop the 
trains. 
 They didn’t want the train to hit them or the 
robbers! 

Man: Wow! Did they catch the robbers? 
Woman: Yes, after half an hour. The robbers were climbing 

up a bridge when the police caught them. 
Everyone on the train was looking out of the 
windows! It was like a film! 

Man: That’s incredible. What an exciting journey. 
Woman: Yes. When the train stopped I was reading a new 

crime novel, but the police chase was much more 
exciting! 

Unit Test 3  
 03   

Presenter:  Good morning, Dr Turner. Welcome to the show. 
Now, your book on secret languages is very 
interesting. Why did you decide to write it?  

Dr Turner: Well, I think it’s a fascinating subject. There are 
so many different types of secret languages and I 
wanted to put them all together in a book. 

Presenter:   Children often have secret languages, don’t 
they? 

Dr Turner: Yes. Children invent languages that only a small 
group of people can understand. They can talk 
and their parents or people outside their group 
don’t know what they’re saying. 

Presenter: But some secret languages are well known. 
Dr Turner: That’s true. Some are, like one called ‘Tutnese,’ 

which probably started in the USA a very long 
time ago. A lot of people can understand and 
speak it. 

Presenter:   Some of the ones in your book are very 
complicated! 

Dr Turner: They’re not complicated really. You just need to 
think quickly when you’re speaking. Children are 
very fast learners and they can learn these new 
languages very easily. 

Presenter: In one of these languages you put the last letters 
of the word first. Like ‘dinner’ is ‘nerdin’! 

Dr Turner: Yes! We find it difficult to talk with words like that, 
but children have no problem! And children aren’t 
the only ones with a secret language. Groups of 
adults invented secret languages for different 
reasons too. 
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Presenter: For example? 
Dr Turner: People in prison have special words that the 

guards don’t understand. And also some groups 
of criminals who don’t want the police to 
understand them. Many people think that 
Cockney, the language of part of London, started 
because of this. 

Presenter: That’s when you say words with the same sound 
isn’t it? Like ‘feet’ in Cockney is ‘plates of meat’! 
So when you want to say ‘my feet are cold,’ you 
say, ‘my plates of meat are cold!’ 

Dr Turner: Yes – it’s great! 

Review Test 1, Units 1–3 
 04   

Girl:  You didn’t come to the cinema with us last night. 
Did you have too much homework? 

Boy:  No, I finished that early. The truth is – I was 
watching TV all evening! 

Girl:  All evening! Do you prefer to watch a film on TV 
or at the cinema? 

Boy:  It wasn’t a film. You know I love science fiction – 
well I also love watching American crime series on 
TV and there’s a new one on at the moment. It’s 
called Crime Scene Chicago. 

Girl:  So it’s about American policemen? 
Boy:  Not exactly. The main character is Italian and he 

isn’t a policeman – he’s a scientist. He’s really 
clever – he speaks three languages, including 
Russian! 

Girl: Now I am confused! 
Boy: It’s one of those series about forensic medicine.  
Girl: Forensic medicine … what’s that? 
Boy: You know – using science to work out what 

happened in a crime. The scientists learn where 
and when the crime happened, who was there 
and so on by looking at scientific evidence. And 
they help the detectives. 

Girl:  Oh, yes. They look at hair and bits of things they 
find on or near the victim, is that right? 

Boy:  Yes. It’s fascinating. These programmes can 
teach you a lot about the human body … it’s also 
amazing how much the human body can tell 
scientists about a crime.  

Girl: That’s true … it can’t be a very nice job though. 
Boy: Well, I’ve decided that I want to do that as a job 

when I finish college. 
 

Girl: Wow! You want to spend your life solving crimes!  
Boy: Why not? I think it could be a really interesting 

career … So, what did you see at the cinema?  
Girl: You missed an excellent film! We saw the new 

Sherlock Holmes film. There was some forensic 
science in that film too. You’d love it! 

Unit Test 4 
 05  

Speaker 1: In our area there have been a lot of changes over 
the last year. For a long time I had the same 
doctor and I knew him very well. He was really 
good. But last year he left the surgery and I’ve got 
a new doctor who I don’t like at all. He only 
spends five minutes with me and I can see him 
looking at his watch! 

Speaker 2: I haven’t been to the doctor’s for a long time, but I 
had a really bad cough and decided to make an 
appointment. I was really surprised to see the new 
building. It’s beautiful and they have music in the 
waiting room, so people relax more. The old 
waiting room was horrible! The doctor was very 
kind, and he solved my problem, which is even 
better! 

Speaker 3: Our local doctor’s surgery in the village closed 
down last year, so now we have to go to the next 
town. That’s OK if you’ve got a car, but for old 
people like me it means taking a bus and that’s at 
least 45 minutes, and when you’re not feeling very 
well it’s not good. These days they’re building 
bigger health centres in the big towns, but if you 
don’t live near, it’s a problem. 

Speaker 4: I like the idea of emailing doctors with your 
problems and I think that will happen soon. If 
you’ve got a webcam, you can talk about your 
health face to face and the doctor can look at your 
arm or down your throat, all on camera. It would 
be good for busy people like me because we don’t 
have time to go to the doctor’s and our local 
doctor’s surgery is closed in the evenings and at 
weekends! 
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Unit Test 5 
 06   

Interviewer:  Good morning, Annie. I understand that you and 
your school friends have been really busy 
recently! 

Annie: Oh, yes. Today is ‘School Report’ Day. It’s not 
about our grades and things, it’s a special project 
that the TV company has organised. 

Interviewer:  So, what is this project? 
Annie: Well – schoolchildren in hundreds of schools all 

over the country have prepared a short news 
report about their area for their local television 
station. 

Interviewer: So, you’re going to be on our TV screens later? 
Annie: Yes, I’m the presenter for our report. 
Interviewer: And what did you have to do to make this report? 
Annie: Well, the project was for students aged between 
 12 and 14 who were interested in learning more 

about working in television. There were five of us 
and we worked in a group. Some things we did 
together and some things we did on our own. 
First, we decided which stories we wanted to put 
in the report. We chose some stories about 
vandalism in our area. Then we chose who we 
wanted to interview. We wrote down all the 
questions and then filmed the interviews. We 
talked to some people who have had problems 
with vandals and we also talked to a politician 
and a policeman about what they can do. 

Interviewer: So, you did everything yourselves? The filming 
 too? 
Annie: Oh, yes. Then we wrote the news summary and 

the script for the report. We’re on TV this 
afternoon! I sit at the news desk and read out the 
stories. Then we show the different interviews. 

Interviewer: Amazing! And did you enjoy it? 
Annie: We had great fun. But there were a lot of 

problems! We learnt a lot. You think it’s all very 
easy when you watch the news on TV, but it isn’t! 

Interviewer: That’s very true! 

 
Unit Test 6 
 07   

Speaker 1: In our area the council has started collecting 
rubbish bags every two weeks and not every 
week. They think this will make us all throw away 
less rubbish, but it isn’t working. People still throw 
away the same amount – it just makes things 
horrible for everyone – it gets very smelly and I 
think it’s bad for people’s health too. 

Speaker 2: At our supermarket there are a lot of different bins 
for people to throw away different things like 
plastic, shoes, bottles and so on. I think this is a 
great idea and lots of people use them. The 
problem at home is that a lot of people don’t have 
enough room in their kitchen for all the different 
types of bins. 

Speaker 3:  I think one of the biggest problems is the paper 
and plastic that comes with nearly everything we 
buy! There’s so much of it to throw away. The 
companies say that now they use much less than  
they did before. If that’s true, then they need to do 
more. 

Speaker 4: These days people are buying new gadgets all the 
time. Sometimes it’s a lot easier and cheaper to 
buy a new TV or computer than to repair an old 
one. But what do we do with the old ones? There 
are a lot of places that recycle them. They repair 
them and send them to places where poor people 
can use them. 

Speaker 5: We have a big problem with rubbish because we 
buy too many things! Take food for example. 
Every week we throw away far too much and we 
can’t recycle old food! We have to learn to buy 
only what we need and then our rubbish bags 
won’t be so full. 

Review Test 2, Units 4–6 
 08   

Presenter: Helen, it’s nice to have you on the programme. I 
understand your family did something interesting 
last week. 

Helen: I don’t think it was interesting. It was really hard. 
My mum and dad decided to have a week without 
television. 

Presenter: Was there a particular reason? 
Helen: I think they were getting worried because we all 

watch a lot of TV. Also, I’ve got a baby sister – 
she’s only six months old, but she’s started to 
laugh a lot when she watches TV – Mum doesn’t 
want her to become a TV addict before she’s a 
year old!  



  

 

4 of 6 

Presenter: I can understand that! So how was the week? 
Helen: I didn’t think I watched TV that much – only an 

hour or two in the evenings. My friends watch 
about three or four! When Mum said no TV for a 
week I thought, ‘No problem! I can play computer 
games or read a book.’ But it was harder than I 
thought. When it was time for my favourite soap I 
went straight to the TV – I didn’t even think! That’s 
terrible, isn’t it? 

Presenter: Did it get easier over the week? 
Helen: After three or four days it was a bit better, but not 

much. 
Presenter: Did you watch any TV during the week? Tell me 

the truth! 
Helen: I have to say, I wanted to go round my friend’s 

house to watch her TV, but I didn’t. I was good. 
Presenter: And did your family do more things together 

during the week? 
Helen: Actually, we played games together a lot! We 

played computer games and card games. We 
even played football in the back garden! It was 
fun! Also, we had meals together at the table 
every day. We don’t usually do that. We have 
them in front of the TV. 

Unit Test 7 
 09   

Speaker 1: I knew when I was quite young what I wanted to 
do because I watched a lot of TV dramas about 
lawyers and decided then that I’d like to walk 
around a court room talking a lot and showing 
everyone how clever I was. My parents tried to tell 
me that it was a very difficult profession to 
choose, but I knew it was right for me. 

Speaker 2: I’m the manager of a popular Indian restaurant 
and I really love my job, but it wasn’t my first 
choice. I studied at university to be a car designer, 
but I got bored and left. Then I started in the 
restaurant business and now I’m the general 
manager. It’s great. 

Speaker 3: I had no idea what I wanted to do when I was at 
school, but I had a fantastic maths teacher and I 
really admired her. So, after studying maths at 
university I decided to become a teacher and to 
try to help other students. It was a good decision. 

Speaker 4: I’m an accountant, like my father. I work in the 
family business and I don’t think I ever thought 
about a different job. I like the people I work with 
and I know I’m going to be quite well-off in the 
future. Sometimes I get a bit bored, but you can’t 
have everything, can you? 

Speaker 5: I’m not an ambitious person and I don’t want a job 
with lots of money or power. I’m happy with my 
job as a receptionist. I meet a lot of nice people 
and because I’m quite organised the work isn’t too 
difficult. My mum worked here when she was 
younger and she advised me to apply for the job. 

Unit Test 8 
 10   

Speaker 1: Some people I know say that they’ve got a lot of 
friends because they go on social networking sites 
like Facebook. But for me, those people aren’t 
real friends. It’s impossible to know hundreds of 
people really well. In reality, most people have just 
a few very good friends who they share important 
things with, and lots of people they can just chat 
to. 

Speaker 2: For me, a good friend is someone who will always 
be there for me when I’ve got problems and who 
will help me out – sometimes without even asking 
why. A friend isn’t just someone to go out with, but 
someone who you can rely on and trust. 

Speaker 3: In my opinion, the most important quality in a 
friend is to tell you the truth. Being honest is very 
important – like telling you that those new boots  
you bought last week look awful with those jeans. 
If your friend won’t tell you the truth, who will? 

Speaker 4: I’ve known my best friend since we started school 
together and we’re pretty much inseparable. I 
think we get on so well because we’re quite 
different! I talk a lot and she’s a good listener! 
When I get angry or upset, I need to talk and she 
listens! She never judges me either – whatever 
I’ve done. 

Unit Test 9 
 11   

Boy: Who’s your favourite author at the moment? 
Girl: Well, there are two or three that I really like, but 

my favourite is a French writer, Clemence 
Nielsen. 

Boy: You don’t read books in French, do you? 
Girl: No way! They’ve been translated into English. 
Boy: How did you hear about her books, then? Did you 

read a book review or something? 
Girl: No. A few months ago my friend told me that 

she’d read a fantastic book and she let me borrow 
it. It was My Life in the Jungle by Clemence 
Nielsen. I read it and that was it.  

Boy: So how many books has she written?
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Girl: Three so far and I’ve read them all. She was only 
thirteen when her first book was published and 
she’s written two more books since then. I think 
she’s about sixteen now so she’s very young for a 
successful writer. 

Boy: And why do you like the books so much? 
Girl: Oh, lots of reasons. The stories are amazing. 

They are based on her own experience of growing 
up in the Brazilian jungle. Her father’s a scientist 
so she moved there from France when she was 
very young. In each book she describes her 
adventures and you find out about people in her 
life.  

Boy: Do you have to read them in the right order? 
Girl: No, each book is good on its own, but when you 

read all three it helps you understand her feelings 
and how they change over time. For example, in 
the first book she’s afraid of the jungle but in the 
second one she meets a boy who shows her 
there’s nothing to be afraid of. 

Boy: Don’t tell me too much because I might read the 
books myself! 

Girl:  I think you should. I’ve got all three now. Would 
you like to borrow the first? 

Review Test 3, Units 7–9 
 12   

Speaker 1: When I was younger, I really enjoyed reading and 
I spent a lot of time at the library. My favourite 
books were adventure stories and I liked ghost 
stories too. But now I’m older I’m too busy to read 
a lot. I have a lot of homework to do and the 
books I usually read are text books! 

Speaker 2: I live quite a long way from my school and I spend 
about an hour a day on the train. That’s when I 
like to read a book. Journeys are pretty boring and 
a good book makes the time go faster. I like crime 
novels and mystery stories because you never 
know what the ending is going to be! 

Speaker 3: I’ve never really liked reading. I much prefer doing 
things like sports or playing on the computer. 
Sometimes if I’m ill and I have to stay in bed, then 
my mum gets me some magazines and I read the 
celebrity stories. But if I’m given a choice, I’m 
outside in the fresh air in my free time, not with my 
nose in a book! 

Speaker 4: For me, the perfect way to relax at the weekend or 
on holiday is to sit in the garden or the park – or 
on a beach if I’m on holiday with a brand new 
paperback book! I escape into the world of the 
book and I just don’t notice the time! Sometimes I  
can read a whole book in one day on holiday. My 
mum thinks I’m crazy! 

Speaker 5: Some people I know read all the time and they 
read anything and everything from newspapers to 
autobiographies! I’m quite choosy about what I 
read. For a start, it has to be a true story – I think 
they’re so much more interesting, aren’t they? I 
mean – it’s important to read about things that 
have really happened and not just something from 
someone’s imagination!  

Unit Test 10 
 13   

1 
Speaker A: Is that a new phone? 
Speaker B: Yes. It’s only a cheap one. I lost my really 

expensive one while I was on holiday, so I bought 
this just until I can afford something better. 

Speaker A: It’s amazing how cheap they are these days. 
Speaker B: I know. But it doesn’t have a camera and I miss 

that. 
 
2 
Speaker A: Is Bill at home? 
Speaker B: Yes. He’s watching the match on TV. City are 

winning! 
Speaker A: I hate to interrupt him, but I’ve got a problem with 

my broadband connection. I know he’s really good 
with computers. 

Speaker B: Anything electronic! He repaired Mum’s DVD 
player. 

 
3 
Speaker A: Did you have a good trip to London? 
Speaker B: It was OK. I bought everything I needed, even the 

shoes! But I was really tired and I wanted to sleep 
on the train. Luckily I found a seat even though it 
was busy, but there was this woman talking very 
loudly on her phone for the whole journey. 

Speaker A: That’s a pain! 
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4 
Speaker A: You should take some pictures of the shops for 

your project. 
Speaker B: That’s a good idea, but I haven’t got a good 

camera at the moment. 
Speaker A: I thought your parents gave you a nice digital one 

for your birthday. 
Speaker B: They did, but it isn’t working properly. I can only 

take two pictures and then it turns itself off! 
Speaker A: You could borrow mine, but I’m not sure the 

quality will be good enough. 
 
5 
Speaker A: Have you downloaded that new music app yet? 
Speaker B: Well, I tried but it said there wasn’t enough space 

on the hard drive.  
Speaker A: That’s strange. I didn’t have any problems.  
Speaker B: Yes, but I’ve got a lot of photos saved on my 

computer. 
Speaker A: Then you need to take them off your computer. 

You could get a pen drive and copy them all on to 
there. That should save you a lot of space. 

Speaker B: Thanks. I’ll try that. 

End of year test 
 14   

1 
Speaker A: Hi, have you spent that money you earned last 

weekend yet? 
Speaker B: Well, I was thinking of getting some new software 

for my laptop, but it was very expensive, so I 
decided to wait for a while. I got a new black 
jacket in the sales and I think I might get a couple 
of books tomorrow, too. 

Speaker A: Great. If you get the new Harry Potter, can I 
borrow it after you? 

Speaker B: Sure. 
 
2 
Hi, Angela – it’s Martin. I just thought I’d let you know – the 
tennis match tonight has been cancelled because of the 
weather. They say it’s going to rain all evening! Rita and I 
wondered if you’d like to come round for a meal? We’re 
cooking a curry and I know you like that. Give me a call back 
when you get this message. Bye! 
 

3 
Speaker A: We got our test marks in class today and mine 

were very bad! My dad’s going to be really angry. 
He thinks I didn’t work hard enough for them. 

Speaker B: But you did. Every time I saw you, you were 
studying! 

Speaker A: Yeah, it’s a shame I had a headache on the day of 
the test. You did well, didn’t you? 

Speaker B: Yes. That was a surprise! I couldn’t answer half 
the questions – my memory is terrible these days. 
But I guess well! 

4 
We are just getting some news about two children who fell 
through the ice on Blue Lake this afternoon. It seems that a 
boy and a girl followed their dog when it ran onto the ice and 
then fell through. Luckily, another dog walker saw them and 
called the emergency services. Firefighters arrived quickly and 
managed to pull the children out. 
 
5 
I’m phoning because I was very upset by the programme 
planning yesterday. I got up early because I wanted to watch 
the motor racing and instead I found there was a tennis 
championship on. There was no apology or even an 
explanation! I’m sure a lot of people like me were very angry. 
In the end I had to listen to it on the radio, but that’s not the 
same because you can’t see the cars! 
 


