
Get into groups! 

 

 

 

Level: All  

 

Age: 5-12 

 

Organization: whole class 

 

Aims: To listen and follow instructions to make groups; to move to music. 

 

Language focus: In the examples: numbers (5.7a), colours, have got (5.7)b 

 

Alternatives: any familiar vocabulary  

 

Materials:  Essential: none / Optional: dance music, different coloured sticky paper notes, small picture 

cards of vocabulary from different lexical sets  

 

 

Procedure  

Use either of the following games to get the children to form groups. 

 

 

5.7a Five in a hug  

1. Demonstrate the meaning of hug.  Ask the children to stand up and tip-toe around the 

classroom space as quietly as they can without touching anyone else. When you say, e.g. Five in 

a hug! explain and demonstrate that children should form groups of five as fast as they can by 

standing in a circle with their arms round each other.  

2. Repeat several times calling different numbers.  

3. At the end, call the number of the size groups you want for the next activity, e.g. four in a hug!  

(or Two in a hug! if you want pairs).  

4. As an option, if you have music, children can dance before you pause and call the number each 

time. 

 

5.7b Colours together 

1. Before the game, prepare sets of different coloured sticky paper notes for the size and number 

of groups you want, e.g. for a class of twenty to get into groups of four, you need five sets of 

four sticky paper notes of different colours, e.g. yellow, pink, blue, orange, green.   

2. Give a sticky paper note to each child and get them to stick it on their chest.  



3. When all the children are ready, ask them to stand up and get into groups of the same colour. 

Encourage them to say, e.g. I’ve got pink! / Me too! As they do this.  

4. In the next activity, you can refer to the groups by their colours, e.g. the pink group, the yellow 

group. 

 

Comments and Suggestions   

 Short games such as the above provide variety in the way you get the children to form groups (or 

pairs). In 5.7a, groups are formed randomly, whereas, in 5.7b, you can predetermine the 

composition of the groups by deciding which children to give different coloured stickers to. If you 

wish, for example, to mix ability levels or avoid putting certain children together, then a game 

such as 5.7b will be more suitable.  

 Alternative versions to 5.7b include giving the children either small picture cards with vocabulary 

from different familiar lexical sets, e.g. animals, food, or small pieces of paper with different 

numbers. Children then form groups depending on the picture card or number they have got.   

 A similar game to form pairs with older children and higher levels is to give out pairs of word 

cards, either with words that go together, e.g. salt/pepper, fish/chips, cat/mouse or opposites, 

e.g. big/small, high/low, long/short, and children form pairs depending on the word they have 

got. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


