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Open mind

Listening
Listen to the conversation. Choose true (T) or 
false (F).
0 Oscar is very happy because he has finished 

university. T /  F

1 Hannah is finishing university on Friday. T / F

2 Hannah found a good job in Spain. T / F

3 Oscar is thinking of doing some unpaid work. T / F

4 Oscar hasn’t been able to get a job interview. T / F

5 Hannah wants to do some voluntary work so  
she can get some work experience. T / F

Reading
Read the text about learning a language. 
Are the sentences below ‘Right’ (A) or  
‘Wrong’ (B)? If there is not enough information 
to answer ‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’ (B), choose 
‘Doesn’t say’ (C).

Learning a language can be very difficult for adults. 
If you think about it, a child starts talking by the time 
they are two or three years old and, by the time they 
are five or six, their language use is almost perfect. In 
fact, there are some children that, at the age of two, 
start speaking perfect sentences in many different 
verb tenses. How can they do this after just two 
years of hearing a language, when after five years of 
learning a foreign language an adult can often be 
heard making the most basic errors?

The answer is that the child’s brain is dedicated to few 
tasks when they are young. Learning to walk and talk 
are their major interests for months. Besides, children 
have an innate desire to communicate. From the 
time they are just a few months old they are catching 
people’s eyes and smiling. All they want is to begin a 
‘conversation’.

Adults have many other interests beyond just learning 
a new language. They have family responsibilities, 
jobs and romantic interests that interfere with their 
study time. They also tend to be conscious of errors 
and would much rather people didn’t notice any. 
Babies, however, can devote hours on end to listening 
to a language and trying to produce sounds.

According to the text,

0 not many two-year-old children are really talking.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

1 children are expected to speak their language 
perfectly by the age of six.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

2 adults shouldn’t be making basic mistakes after five 
years of foreign language learning.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

3 adults are less keen to communicate with each other 
than children are.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

4 most adults don’t want to be heard making mistakes.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

5 babies are able to spend time learning their 
language.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

Writing
Write an email to a friend you haven’t seen 
for a while. Tell them about what you’ve been 
doing recently. Write at least 100 words


