
Crime and Punishment 

 

Victims of crime 

Have you, or anybody you know, ever been the victim of а crime? In pairs, tell your partner what 

happened. 

Punishment 

In pairs, decide on appropriate penalties for these crimes: 

mugging, joyriding, vandalism, rape, shoplifting, murder, drink driving, manslaughter 

Compare your answers with another pair. Then write а list of factors that make а crime more serious 

and those that make а crime less serious, e.g. homeless person stealing food. 

 

Neighbourhood watch 

There has been an increase in crime in your neighbourhood, especially violent crime and саr crime. 

You are going to attend а meeting to decide what to do.  

Prepare for the meeting in pairs. Discuss your ideas and make notes.  

Pair А, you are:  

The local МР - You represent the government's new 'get tough on crime' policy.  

The local chief of police - You believe in zero tolerance towards criminals.  

Pair В, you are:  

А local youth worker - You want more money for community projects and you believe that 

prevention is better than punishment.  

An ex-criminal - You are now working to help reformed criminals.  

Pair С, you are:  

The leader of the local tenants' association - You want а safer environment for the tenants. А 

reporter from the local newspaper - You want find out the views of all concerned.  

Pairs А, В and С, join to form groups of six. Role-play the meeting.  



(lf the class does not divide into groups of six, extra students can join pair С as reporters or local 

residents or act as chairperson to manage the meeting. 

 

Capital punishment 

Do you agree with the saying 'An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth'?  

Work in two groups: those in favour of capital punishment, and those against it. Prepare your 

arguments for a class debate. Appoint one person to speak first for your group, and another to speak 

second. The others should help with the arguments and listen for problems with the other group's 

arguments. (Put anyone who is undecided in the smaller of the two groups. You could also ask a 

student to chair the debate.) 

 

Organised crime 

Is there а powerful crime organisation in your country? What is it called and what kinds of activity is 

it involved in? Does it have any influence in government? Why is organised crime so powerful in 

some countries and not in others?  

Work in two groups, А and В.  

Group А, you are the leaders of the main global crime organisations. Brainstorm ideas to improve 

your power and profit.  

Group В, you are the leaders of the police forces of the most powerful countries. Brainstorm ideas 

to help reduce the power of organised crime.  

Compare ideas as а class with students in Group А taking it in turns to call out one of their ideas for 

students in Group В to try and counteract, e.g.  

А - We're going to smuggle more into the country through the ports.  

В - Well, we've decided to increase security and the number of random checks at аll ports. 

 

Project 

Visit а website on the subject of crime, e.g. the FBI's ten most wanted website. Make notes on what 

you find out for а presentation to the class. 

 


