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Open Mind
upper interMediateMID-course tests a anD B: answer key

Mid-course: Grammar and Vocabulary Test A

Vocabulary
A
1 A
2 B
3 B

4 A
5 C

B
6 d 
7 a
8 c

9 e
 10 b

C
 11 C
 12 B
 13 B

 14 C
 15 A

D
 16 dwindling 
 17 drought
 18 appreciate

 19 participating
 20 make

E
 21 B
 22 C
 23 C

 24 A
 25 B

F
 26 traumatic 
 27 sensitive
 28 content
 29 sensible
 30 washed-up

 31 distracted
 32 regional
 33 High-ranking
 34 wealthy
 35 symbolic

G
 36 B
 37 C
 38 A
 39 B
 40 C

Grammar
A
1 B
2 C

3 A
4 C

5 A

B
6 had 
7 would always
8 was always

9 had attacked
 10 not to

C
 11 C
 12 A

 13 B
 14 C

 15 C

D
 16 having
 17 get
 18 will

 19 had
 20 better

E
 21 A
 22 C
 23 A

 24 C
 25 B

F
 26 They tell you not to walk home alone at night. ✓

 27 I work in a shop so I’m used to dealing with difficult 
customers. ✓

 28 I’m thinking of taking a year off to go travelling. ✓

 29 The course is getting more and more demanding. ✓

 30 She said she wouldn’t enjoy the party, but she 
seemed to have a good time. ✓

 31 He was always getting into trouble as a boy. ✓

 32 I only accepted the invitation so that she wouldn’t 
be offended. ✓

 33 I totally disagree with what he said. ✓

 34 If she had told me she was unhappy, we would have 
left. ✓

 35 As a teenager, I went horse-riding every weekend. ✓

G
 36 C
 37 A
 38 C

 39 B
 40 C
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Open Mind upper intermediate

Mid-course: Grammar and Vocabulary Test B

Vocabulary
A
1 A
2 B
3 B

4 A
5 C

B
6 appreciate
7 participating
8 make
9 dwindling 
 10 drought

C
 11 C
 12 B
 13 B

 14 C
 15 A

D
 16 distracted
 17 regional
 18 High-ranking
 19 wealthy
 20 symbolic

 21 traumatic 
 22 sensitive
 23 content
 24 sensible
 25 washed-up

E
 26 B
 27 C
 28 C
 29 A
 30 B

F
 31 c
 32 e
 33 b
 34 d 
 35 a

G
 36 B
 37 C
 38 A
 39 B
 40 C

Grammar
A
1 B
2 C
3 A

4 C
5 A

B
6 She was always getting into trouble as a girl. ✓

7 I only accepted the invitation so that he wouldn’t be 
offended. ✓

8 I totally disagree with what she said. ✓

9 If he had told me he was unhappy, we would have 
left. ✓

 10 As a teenager, I went skiing every weekend. ✓

 11 They tell you not to walk home alone at night. ✓

 12 I work in a shop so I’m used to dealing with difficult 
customers. ✓

 13 I’m thinking of taking a year off to go travelling. ✓

 14 The course is getting more and more demanding. ✓

 15 He said he wouldn’t enjoy the party, but he seemed 
to have a good time. ✓

C
 16 C
 17 A
 18 B

 19 C
 20 C

D
 21 had 
 22 would always
 23 was always

 24 had attacked
 25 not to

E
 26 A
 27 C
 28 A

 29 C
 30 B

F
 31 having
 32 get
 33 will

 34 had
 35 better

G
 36 C
 37 A
 38 C

 39 B
 40 C
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Open Mind upper intermediate

Mid-course: Skills Test

Listening
A
1 B
2 C
3 B
4 A
5 A

B
6 Tom 
7 Paolo
8 Sophia
9 Harry
 10 Rachel

Reading
A
1 B
2 A
3 A
4 C
5 C

B
6 They would listen to the same tracks before each exam.
7 She would read her notes.
8 He had read somewhere that it was helpful.
9 Chewing gum helped him to remain focused.
 10 He was able to ignore the noises outside the exam room.
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Open Mind upper intermediate

Writing

Mark scheme for Writing
These assessment criteria should be interpreted at Open Mind Upper Intermediate standard.

Writing Communication Language

Band 3
3.3, 3.2, 3.1

The main points of the task are 
communicated successfully.
Extend content by expressing and 
justifying opinions.
Text requires little effort to be 
understood by the reader.

Band 3
3.3, 3.2, 3.1

Text uses a range of simple and complex 
structures successfully. There are few 
grammatical errors.
Uses a range of vocabulary appropriate 
to the task successfully.
Spelling is generally correct.

Band 2
2.3, 2.2, 2.1

Text communicates most of the 
information requested by the task.
Attempts to extend content 
by expressing simple and 
justifying opinions.
Text can be understood by the reader 
with some effort in some cases.

Band 2
2.3, 2.2, 2.1

Text uses simple structures and some 
more complex structures with some 
grammatical errors.
Uses vocabulary appropriate to the task. 
Spelling is accurate enough for the
meaning to be clear.

Band 1
1.3, 1.2, 1.1

Few or some of the main points of the 
task are communicated.
Communicates little or some 
information requested by the task.
Text requires some effort to be 
understood by the reader.

Band 1
1.3, 1.2, 1.1

Text uses simple structures with some 
grammatical errors.
Uses little or some vocabulary 
appropriate to the task.
Spelling is often accurate enough for 
meaning to be clear with some effort 
from the reader.

Band 0 Response below Upper Intermediate level. Band 0 Response below Upper Intermediate level.

Writing Sample Answer A

Dear young Fabio,
First, I know you are very shy just now, but wait, and things will get better. Try to believe that people will 
like you, and you will find that you make more friends. These friends and your loving family will be the 
most important people in your life, so remember to treat them well! It can be all too easy to forget about 
them when exciting new people and experiences come along.
Also, although school is boring, and you’d rather be outside playing football, remember that your job will 
be a large part of your life. The better you do at school, the more options you will have for an interesting 
and worthwhile career. 
And finally, keep on having lots of fun. You’re only young once!
Lots of love,
Older Fabio

Writing Sample Answer B

Dear Sir/ Madam,
I am extremely concerned about the small businesses in our area, specifically the shops and cafés on Main Street. 
As a result of several large corporate chains moving into the area, our independent shops and cafés are suffering, 
getting fewer and fewer customers. Clearly, this situation cannot continue as many will soon go out of business.
If, like me, you value our charming and friendly independent shops and cafés and do not wish to see High Street 
dominated by multinationals and corporate chains, I urge you to support your local businesses. This week sees 
the first ‘Small Business Saturday’, an initiative aimed at promoting our local stores. Please, pay a visit to an 
independent café or shop and enjoy what they have on offer. You will miss them when they go.
Yours faithfully, 
Tina
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Open Mind upper intermediate

Speaking

Mark scheme for Speaking
These assessment criteria should be interpreted at Open Mind Upper Intermediate standard.

Speaking Communication Language

Band 3
3.3, 3.2, 3.1

The main points of the task 
are communicated.

Response extended successfully. Imitates 
language pronunciation well. Response 
requires little effort to be understood 
by the listener.

Band 3
3.3, 3.2, 3.1

Response uses an extensive 
range of simple and complex 
structures successfully.

There may be some/a few 
grammatical errors.

Uses successfully a range of vocabulary 
and structures appropriate to the task.

Band 2
2.3, 2.2, 2.1

Some of the main points of the task 
are communicated.

Response is sometimes extended. 
Pronunciation is clear enough but little 
attempt to imitate language speech.

Response requires little effort to be 
understood by the listener.

Band 2
2.3, 2.2, 2.1

Response attempts to use a range of 
complex structures.

There are some grammatical errors. 
Uses vocabulary and simple structures 
appropriate to the task.

Band 1
1.3, 1.2, 1.1

Few of the main points of the task 
are communicated.

Response is basic. Pronunciation is 
often unclear.

Response requires considerable effort to 
be understood by the listener.

Band 1
1.3, 1.2, 1.1

Response uses a limited range 
of structures.

Grammatical errors are evident.

Uses little vocabulary appropriate to 
the task.

Band 0 Response below Upper Intermediate level. Band 0 Response below Upper Intermediate level.


