
Comparatives and Superlatives 

 

Preferences 

In pairs, discuss these questions. (Read them out one at а time and allow а few minutes for discussion.) 

Which do you prefer, tea or coffee?  
Who do you think is more handsome/beautiful, (choose two celebrities)?  
Which do you prefer, spring or autumn? Why?  
Do you prefer to express yourself by speaking or by writing?  
Do you prefer cats or dogs? Why?  
Do you prefer sunrise or sunset? Why?  
Would you rather be rich and ugly, or poor and good looking? Why? 

 

In pairs, write two questions about preferences. Choose one each, and survey the rest of the class. (Invite 

students to report their results.) 

Countries 

In groups of three or four, discuss these questions about the UK/USA 

Is the UК/USA hotter or colder than your country? How much? 
Is it wetter/greyer, etc?  
Is it cheaper / more expensive?  
What are the differences between your country and the UK/USA?  
Which things are better in your country than in the UK/USA? 

 

In pairs, compare two countries you know well using these ideas. 

big,         small,              developed,             mixed,             green,           corrupt,           hot,             cold,     
mountainous,             expensive,           tolerant,             football crazy,            safe,            rich 

 

(Variation: Give а country to each pair of students. Ask them to write а list of comparisons between that 

country and the country they are in now. They read out their comparisons and the others try to guess the 

country.) 

 

 

 

 



 

Yes, but ... 

In two teams, write ten short sentences containing an adjective, e.g. Liverpool is а good football team. Take 

turns to read out one of your sentences. Someone in the other team has to respond immediately with а 

comparative, beginning 'Yes, but ... ', e.g. Yes, but Barcelona is better. 

 

Circle comparatives 

Shout out words to go in this group. (Choose one of the following categories and write the elicited words on 

the board in а circle.) 

animals,                   countries,                    sports,                    methods of transport 

 

 

In small groups, you have five minutes to write as many comparisons as you can, e.g. Dogs are more 

intelligent than cats. 

Read out your sentences. Each group gets one point for every grammatically correct comparison that no 

other group has written. You can challenge another group's comparison if it's factually wrong or if it 

contains а grammatical mistake.  

(Variation: Give а different category to each group.) 

 

Appearances 

In pairs, compare your appearances and your possessions, e.g. I've got smaller hands. You've got more 

organised notes. Here are some ideas. 

longer nails,            more pockets,            а more interesting uncle,               а heavier bag,       neater writing, 
bigger feet,                            smaller hands,                           shorter hair,                       darker eyes, 

bushier eyebrows,                       more colorful clothes,                          newer shoes 

 

 

 

 



 

Advertising agency 

Tell me things which are often advertised on TV.  (Write the elicited list on the board.)  

In small groups, choose one of these things and think of a new brand. Write a radio advert explaining why 

it's better than its competitors, e.g. For the whitest teeth by Afterglo. It whitens your teeth and leaves your 

breath fresher than mountain air. It's more effective than all its leading competitors. Choose Afterglo, for the 

brightest, most confident smile.  

Read out your advert to the class. When you're listening to the other groups' adverts, make some notes for 

a complaint to the Advertising Standards Agency, e.g. The advert says it's more effective than other 

toothpastes, but it contains much more sugar than other brands to make it taste better. 

 

The sooner the better 

Work in pairs. l'm going to read the beginnings of ten sentences. Quickly agree an ending and write it down. 

You won't have much time before I say the next one. If you haven't finished, leave it and start the next, e.g. 

Т - The earlier we leave ... S - the sooner we’ll arrive 

The more you study …                   The cheaper the hotel ...  
The more he drinks …                    The hotter it gets… 
The less you know …                      The older he gets … 
The more we give him …               The less she eats … 
The longer we waited …                The more interesting the work ... 
 
 

 

Compare your endings with another pair. How many are similar?  

In pairs, write two more beginnings and pass them on to another pair to complete. 

 

The same as or different? 

Compare your possessions and abilities with the students sitting on either side of you using the same as or 

different from, e.g. My trainers are the same make as Luteka's. My first language is different from Abida's. 

 

 



 

As…as 

Take turns to ask me questions about the prices of these things in the UK/USA/ Australia/ .... 

After each answer, write а sentence comparing the price with the price in your country, e.g. Cigarettes are 

almost twice as expensive in the Australia. 

food,      alcohol,         clothes,        cigarettes,       transport,       entertainment,        accommodation,       cars 

 

Here are some expressions to help you. 

not quite                                        
half  
twice 
three times 
not nearly 

 

as expensive as 

 

Compare your sentences with а partner.  

In pairs, write some more comparisons, e.g. It's not nearly as sunny in England as it is in my country. There 

are (more than) twice as many people in my country. 

 

Opinions 

Work in groups. I'm going to give each group a question to discuss. Choose one person to make notes and 

another who will use the notes to report back to the class. 

What are the biggest problems facing mankind at the moment?  
Why is the USA the most powerful country in the world?  
What are the most difficult things about learning English? 
What are the best and worst things about living in this country? 

 

In pairs, tell your partner about your opinions and experiences of these things. 

 



 

 

 

The most amazing thing ...                       The most exciting film ...  
The best book ...                                         The nicest person in the world ...  
The strangest experience ...                      The smallest thing I own ...  
The most important person ...                  The hottest/coldest l've ever been was ... 

 

 

Class survey 

l'm going to dictate one question to each student. Mingle and ask all the other students your question. 

Make а note of their answers. 

Who has been in this school the longest?                   Who has visited the most countries? 
Who drinks the most coffee?                                         Who has the shortest surname? 
Who has the nearest birthday to today?                      Who speaks the most languages? 
Who has got the longest eyelashes?                             Who sleeps the least? 
Who comes from the biggest family?                            Who has the most CDs? 
Who is wearing the most expensive shoes?                 Who has eaten the most unusual thing? 

 

 

Favorites 

In pairs, use comparatives and superlatives to tel1 each other about your favorite things, e.g. I like crime 

novels because they usually have the most exciting stories. Here are some ideas. 

book,    song,    film,     sport,     vegetable,     actor,     animal,     cafe,      color,       pizza,      person,   drink 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Round Britain quiz 

l'm going to give you the answers to а superlative quiz about the UK. Write them down in а column on the 

left hand side of а piece of paper. Then work in pairs. Can you guess the questions? Write them next to the 

answers. 

1. What is the highest mountain? (Ben Nevis, 1,343 m)  
2. Who is the richest person? (Тhе Duke of Westminster, €8.2 billion) 
3. What is the furthest country from the UK? (New Zealand) 
4. What is the second biggest city? (Birmingham, 2.3 million) 
5. Where is the largest lake? (Scotland, Loch Lomond, 312 km2) 
6. What is the longest river? (Тhе Severn, 322 km) 
7. Where are the heaviest smokers? (Manchester) 
8. What is the most common surname? (Smith) 
9. What is the tallest office building? (Canary Wharf, 244 m) 
10. What is the busiest airport? (Heathrow, 54.5 million passengers per year) 
11. Which is the longest running soap opera? (Coronation Street, since 1960) 
12. What is the most popular daily newspaper? (Тhe Sun) 

 

Compare your questions with another pair.  

In pairs, think of five questions with superlatives about a country you know well. Give the questions to 

another pair to answer. 

 

Sporting superlatives 

These are all world records in different sports. Work in pairs and guess what the sports and records are. Ask 

а question for each one using superlatives, e.g. 375 - Brian Lara. What's the highest score made by an 

international cricketer? (375) Who has scored the most runs in an international cricket match? (Brian Lara). 

1. 5 times - Brazil (most football World Cups)  
2. 9 times - Martina Navratilova (most Wimbledon championships)  
3. 193 moves / 24 hours - Stepak v Mashian (longest chess match) 
4. 9.78 seconds - Tim Montgomery (fastest 100 m)  
5. 8.95 m - Mike Powell (longest jump)  
6. 22.63 m - Natalya Lisovskaya (furthest women's shot put)  
7. 190 kg - Edmilson da Silva Dantas (heaviest weightlift)  
8. 17 years - Boris Becker (youngest Wimbledon men's champion) 
9. 2.48 m - Suleiman Ali Nashnush (tallest basketball player) 

 
 



ln pairs, write two more questions about the best (and worst) in the world of sport. See if anybody in the 

class knows the answers. 

 


