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Open mind

For example, when we hear the sound of a car in the 
street, we are unconsciously able to judge from what 
direction it is coming or if it has already passed us 
and is going further away – allowing us to cross the 
street safely without seeing the car. These abilities are 
learned from our past experiences; our memories of 
similar situations.

According to the text:

0 Sounds mainly remind us of very special people or 
occasions.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

1 Songs are the most recognisable sounds that remind 
humans of the past.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

2 Sound memory is more important to people than to 
animals.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

3 Animals can use sound to tell how big a potential 
predator might be.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

4 Humans use sound memories more than animals.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

5 Humans use sound memories for their survival.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

Writing
Write a paragraph about one of your most 
vivid childhood memories.

Listening
Listen to the conversation. Choose true (T) 
or false (F).
0 Emily used to have short hair when she  

was at college. T / F

1 Emily didn’t like to study at college. T / F

2 Emily used to go out a lot when she was  
at college. T / F

3 Marco liked having friends at his house. T / F

4 Marco is a sporty person now. T / F

5 Emily thinks she is a different person now. T / F

Reading
Read the text about sound memories. Are the 
sentences below ‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’ (B)? 
If there is not enough information to answer 
‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’ (B), choose ‘Doesn’t 
say’ (C).

We all have had the experience of hearing a song 
and remembering that romantic dance under the 
stars at school. Songs are linked to special people. 
Songs aren’t the only sounds that remind us of the 
past, though. We remember our schooldays when we 
hear the sound of someone writing on a blackboard 
or a bell announcing break. The sound of fireworks 
reminds us of long-forgotten holiday celebrations with 
the family.

The sound-memory relationship is just as important 
for animals as it was for primitive human beings. For 
example, the sound of a breaking branch might signal 
the approach of a predator, and how loud that sound 
is reflects the size of the branch. This in turn reflects 
the size of the predator. However, this isn’t learned 
each time it occurs, but rather through the memory of 
past experiences. Animals also recognise the voices 
of their mothers and other members of their group.

The sense of sound is basic for survival. Sound is 
linked to memories of when it was heard before, 
and what it meant for the group. We still use sound 
memories in our daily lives. For example, we can 
recognise the sound of the engine of the family 
car as it drives up to the house or the steps of a 
family member as she walks up to the door. Sound 
memories are also useful for our own safety.
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