
Ability 

 

Present ability 

 Mingle and find out whether the other students in the class can or cannot do these things. Keep 

a note of their answers for a feedback session. 

speak French,       swim, drive,      paint,       juggle,       play chess,      ride а horse,      go cross-eyed,      
cook well,       sing well,       knit,     wiggle their ears,     do handstands,      do the splits 

 

 

 Write а list of things that you cannot do, but which you think other students in class can do. 

Take turns to read some of them out and see if they are true, e.g. I can't swim, but I think Elena 

can. 

 

 Something special 

 What things can Superman do? Do you know anybody with lots of abilities? Who is it and what 

can he/she do? 

In groups of three or four, find out what special abilities you've got between you. Here are some topics 

to think about. Which group has got the most special abilities? 

 
cooking,             sport,             arts and crafts,            science,           professional skills,         music 

 

 

 In pairs, make а list of special abilities that animals have, e.g. Bats can find things by echo 

location. 

Discuss how your life would change if you could do the same things. 

 

Past and future ability 

In pairs, make a list of things people couldn't do one hundred years ago that they can do now, e.g. 

People couldn't travel by plane. 

In pairs, make а list of things you can do now that you couldn't do when you were а child, and things you 

can't do now that you could do when you were а child, e.g. When I was а child I could get in in the 

mornings really fast. I couldn’t 't drive а car.  



In pairs, make а list of things that people will be able to do in the future that they cannot do now, e.g. I 

think they'll be able to commute by air taxi. 

Finish each sentence, once using could and once with managed to, e.g. The car broke down, but we 

managed to push it to а garage. 

Despite losing my key, I ...  
I didn't have а life jacket, but I ... 
Although I was exhausted, ...  
I couldn't cook, but I ... 

 

In pairs, read out the beginnings of the sentences and see if you can guess what your partner was able 

to do next.  

In the same pairs, write the sentences again, but continue each one with and + couldn't, e.g. The car 

broke down and we couldn't get it started again. 

On your own, write а sentence describing а small problem that you have had recently and how you 

managed to sort it out. Read out the beginning of the sentence for the rest of the class to guess what 

you did next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


