
Junk modelling  

 

 

 

Level: A1.1 

Age: 4-8 

Organization: Individual, whole class, pairs 

Aims: To listen and follow instructions; to make a junk model; to develop motor skills; to create 

a character using junk and other modelling material; to talk about the character you create; to 

act out a dialogue or role play between different characters; to develop creative thinking skills; 

to develop confidence and self-esteem. 

Language focus: have got, be, present simple, parts of the body, personal information, 

adjectives to describe people 

Materials:  Essential: an example of a junk model head, (e.g. made out of a milk cartoon, with 

wool hair, bottle top eyes, plasticine nose etc.) junk and other modeling material (e.g. empty 

cartoons, cardboard tubes, colored card, wool, bottle tops, plasticine, sticky paper shapes), 

scissors, glue, crayons 

 

Procedure   

1. Show the children the junk model character you have prepared and tell the children a bit 

about him/her e.g. Look. This is Lenny. He’s six years old. He’s got big eyes and orange hair.  

Lenny lives in my house. He loves eggs for breakfast.   

2. Explain to the children that you want them to make their own character like Lenny. Show 

them the material they can use to make their characters and elicit or suggest ideas for going 

about it, e.g. using a cardboard tube for the body, making a plasticine head, making arms 

out of card.   

3. Monitor and talk to the children as they make their characters, e.g. I like his hair! What 

funny eyes! Has he got a name?   

4. When the children are ready, ask them to take turns to show their characters to the rest of 

the class, e.g. This is…He’s… He’s got …  

5. If appropriate, children can also act out a simple dialogue or role play between their 

characters, e.g. Hello. / Hello. / What’s your name? I’m Lenny/ etc.  

 

 

 



 

Comments and Suggestions  

 Children often respond very creatively to inventing and making their own characters – 

and this also motivates them to talk about them and use language on their behalf!  

 If you have space to display the characters in the classroom, you can use or refer to 

them in subsequent activities, e.g. to demonstrate an activity, or with younger children 

to say, e.g. I think Lenny and Hilda and everyone liked the song. Shall we sing it again?   

 As a follow-up, older children can complete or write a short description of their 

character.  These can then be written out and displayed with the models.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


