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Open Mind
advanced

Reading

Read this article about a recent earthquake 
in the UK. Choose the best ending for each 
sentence.

0 According to the article, two earthquakes in the 
same place is
A unlikely.
B likely.
C not unusual.

1 Judging by the posts, it seems the earthquake
A may have caused damage to buildings.
B caused damage to the buildings.
C caused alarm but no damage to buildings.

2 The posts mention
A the sound made by the earthquake.
B the movement caused by the earthquake.
C the sound and movement made by the 

earthquake.

3 Caroline Walker implies that she noticed
A the walls of her house move.
B the structures below the surface of her house move.
C her kitchen move.

4 Most of the earthquakes in the UK
A are too small to be detected.
B are too small for members of the public to notice.
C are too small even for scientific equipment 

to detect.

5 UK earthquakes are unlikely to cause much 
destruction because
A there are no plate boundaries there.
B there are no faults there.
C the tectonic plates under the UK do not drift.

Listening

Listen to this conversation between two 
friends about an unusual geological 
phenomenon. Choose true (T) or false (F).

0 Olivia thinks Ethan lost an opportunity to see 
something spectacular on his recent trip abroad. T / F

1 Ethan hasn’t the slightest idea what the earth 
pyramids are before Olivia’s explanation. T / F

2 Olivia feels that her description of the earth 
pyramids will be inadequate to convey to  
Ethan their remarkable appearance. T / F

3 Olivia knows exactly how the earth pyramids  
were formed. T / F

4 The material that the pyramids are made  
from dates from a time long ago when large  
areas of the Earth were covered in ice. T / F

5 The gradual damage caused to the pyramids is  
related to the stone falling off the top of them. T / F
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Open Mind advanced

Writing

Write an editorial on one of the following 
points of view:

•	 Climate change is unstoppable and there is nothing 
anyone can do about it. 

•	 Governments must work together to provide 
solutions to the challenges of climate change.

•	 Ending global warming starts with you. 

Write at least 180 words.

A second, more powerful earthquake has struck the 
town of Newport in the UK, following last Thursday’s 
quake. According to the British Geological Survey, 
it occurred at around 6.40 am this morning. Bigger 
than the first, measuring a magnitude of 3.5, the quake 
came as a shock both to residents of the town and 
geologists. A spokesperson from the British Geological 
Survey reportedly said that it was unusual for there 
to be a subsequent earthquake in precisely the same 
location. Social media sites were flooded with reports, 
confirming that it was more powerful than the first.

Matt Hughes, who lives in the centre of Newport, 
posted: ‘Woken by another quake this morning. 
Rumbled for what seemed like an eternity, rattling 
my bedroom doors. Three books fell off my shelf. 
Just noticed a crack in the living room wall which 
I’m fairly certain wasn’t there before. Scary stuff!’

Another, Caroline Walker, posted this: ‘Just getting 
a cup of coffee when it started. The tremors shook 
this house literally to its foundations. Worse than last 
Thursday’s by far. Please let this be the end of it!’

A third, Jessica Hollingworth, commented: ‘Scarcely 
noticed the last one, but this was horrendous. 
Assumed it was a gas explosion and ran out of the 
house, fearing it might collapse!’

The UK is not associated with earthquakes, though 
it is thought that between 200 and 300 occur here 
annually. Of these, only twenty to thirty are powerful 
enough to be felt by people, most being picked 
up instead by the finely tuned instruments of the 
British Geological Survey. Few UK earthquakes cause 
significant damage and, luckily, none brings about 
the devastation seen in other parts of the world. 
Earthquakes are known to result from the drift of 
tectonic plates. Periodically, these plates collide or 
move apart, releasing a burst of seismic energy along 
the plate boundaries, (where there is most energy). 
Since the UK is in the middle of a tectonic plate, 
its earthquakes will never be of this most powerful and 
destructive type. However, we still experience smaller 
quakes, such as those felt in Newport. These result 
from slight movements along the faults that are buried 
deep in the tectonic plates beneath the UK.


