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MIDTERM TEST 
READING PAPER 

Part 1  
Read the web article and the questions below. For each question choose A, B or C. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 What is the writer’s opinion of the building?  

A He thinks it looks rather boring.  
B He regards the building as attractive.  
C He thinks it is quite mundane.  
D He doesn’t think it is out of the ordinary. 

2 How does the writer feel about the building’s nickname?  
A He doesn’t approve of it. 
B He is amused by it.   
C He is disgusted by the name.   
D He doesn’t have an opinion about it. 

3 The building  
A is made completely of metal and glass.  
B was used for the first time in 2003.  
C is on the outskirts of London.  
D is the work of an English architect. 

4 Which is NOT true about the design of the building?  
A The building has a natural ventilation system. 
B Solar energy is used in winter to warm the building.  
C It only uses a little less energy than other similar buildings.  
D There is very little natural light inside the building. 

5 In general, the writer is  
A very positive about the building.  
B quite negative about the building.  
C extremely negative about the building.  
D neither positive nor negative about it.  

 
 
 
 
 

30 St Mary Axe is the name of one of the most remarkable  
skyscrapers in London and is one of the city’s most famous  
examples of contemporary architecture. There is nothing  
nondescript about it! It certainly doesn’t look like a typical office  
block although it houses the offices of several leading companies, 
the biggest of which is Swiss Re. For this reason it’s sometimes  
known as the Swiss Re Building, but more usually by its nickname  
‘The Gherkin’. It gets this rather unfortunate name because it is  
shaped rather like a gherkin (a type of small pickled cucumber) – it  
is round and gets thinner towards the top, finishing in a dome.  
The façade is made of a double layer of glass and metal. The building, which was designed by the 
famous English architect Norman Foster, stands in the heart of the London’s financial district. It has 41 
storeys and is 180 metres high. It took three years to build and was completed in 2003, although it 
didn’t open until the following year. The design is exceptionally environmentally friendly. Gaps in each 
floor function as natural ventilation for the whole building – in summer they pull hot air out of the 
building and in winter they heat it, using solar energy. Sunlight can come into the building through the 
shafts too, so the building has as much natural light as possible during the day. As a result, the 
building uses half the power that a similar tower would normally use. The dome contains a bar with 
stunning views of London and there is even a restaurant on the 39th floor. If you only have time to see 
one of London’s many skyscrapers, this is definitely the one to visit.  
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MIDTERM TEST 
READING PAPER 

Part 2  
Read the article. Five sentences have been removed from it. Choose from sentences A–F to fill 
each gap (6–10). There is one extra sentence you don’t need to use.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Even today, women writers can still have problems. 
B The author Stephen King also publishes books under the name of Richard Bachmann. 
C For this reason he published it under a pseudonym which he chose because it sounded  

very English. 
D They all originally published their work using male pseudonyms. 
E Later in life, this became his legal name and most people don’t realise it isn’t his original name.  
F This allowed him to express a variety of opinions without people knowing he was the writer. 
 

What’s in a name? 
Writers use pen names for many reasons. We take a look at the some of the interesting stories behind 
the names they choose and why they chose them.  
Gender is one reason. Charlotte, Emily and Anne Bronte were three sisters who are all famous poets 
and novelists. (6) _____ They chose the names Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell because they were writing 
at a time when women authors were not taken as seriously as men. This also meant their identities 
were secret, although they were eventually revealed. (7) _____ The author of the Harry Potter books, 
J.K. Rowling was advised to use her initials instead of her first name. The publishers thought that the 
books would be more likely to sell if people didn’t know whether the writer was male or female.  
Anonymity is another reason. George Orwell, the author of 1984, was the pen name of Eric Arthur 
Blair. His first book, Down and Out in Paris in London, was about his experiences of living as a 
homeless person. However, Blair didn’t want to embarrass his family. (8) _____ He then published all 
his other novels using the same name.  
Benjamin Franklin became President of the USA in 1785. However, he was a writer and scientist too. 
Franklin published articles and books under a whole variety of aliases, both male and female.  
(9) _____ For example, he used the pen name Polly Baker to write about discrimination against 
women!  
Finally, pen names can be useful for prolific writers. (10) _____ This means he can publish books 
more often than if he only used one name.  


