
Third Conditional 

 

The unreal past 

In pairs, look at the following sentences and decide whether the people in each situation feel happy about 

what happened, unhappy about it, or just neutral, e.g.  

Ray went to the party. 

- If Ray hadn’t gone to the party, he wouldn’t have met Maggie (happy, because he met her). 

- If he hadn’t gone to the party, he would have felt better the next morning (unhappy, because he 

went to the party and now he is tired / has a hangover). 

- If Ray hadn’t gone to the party, he’d have gone clubbing instead (neutral, because he’d have spent 

the night dancing anyway). 

 

Terry moved to New York.                                  He didn’t know she was coming. 
James crashed his car.                                          Vera lost her lottery ticket. 
Sonya went to Japan.                                            Irene didn’t have a spare key. 
Roger didn’t pass the exam.                                Tracy couldn’t sell her house. 

 

Imagine you were the person in some of the situations. Work with a partner and write some sentences to 

express regret. Use If only / I wish and should (not) have done, e.g. If only / I wish I had not gone to the 

party. I shouldn’t have drunk so much. 

 

Mountain rescue 

(Write up the sentences below in random order on the board.) These situations are all connected to the 

same adventure. Work in groups and put them in order. Imagine you were stuck on the mountain. Write 

two sentences for each situation, one using If only / I wish … and one using should (not) have done, e.g. I 

wish / If only we hadn’t got lost. We should have stayed at home. We shouldn’t have been so careless. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1. We didn’t tell anyone at the hostel where we were going. 
2. Leo forgot to pack a compass. 
3. We left later than planned. 
4. The cloud came down, but we decided to continue walking. 
5. We lost the path. 
6. Kathy fell and broke her leg. 
7. No one had a mobile phone. 
8. Ben tried to go back down the mountain. 
9. All we had was a bar of chocolate. 
10. Nobody had a torch. 

 

 

What order did your group decide on? Talk together and decide what happened next. Did everyone survive? 

 

Speculation 

In pairs, talk about your childhood and speculate about how things might have been different, e.g. If I had 

worked harder at school, I could have got a better job. If we had lived in the country instead of a big city, my 

parents wouldn’t have worried about my safety so much. 

In pairs, think about some recent events in the news. Discuss how they might have been different, e.g. If 

they had built the bridge properly, it wouldn’t have fallen down in the earthquake. If the referee had been 

fair, Brazil would have won the football match. 


