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English 6  Progress Test 1, Units 1 and 2
Macmillan

Name: _______________________________

Part 1 

The lock
It was a chilly, dull morning and Billy was walking to school, chatting as usual with his two 
classmates, Jane and Hassan. As they walked onto the old wooden bridge over the canal, they 
stopped to look down at the lock below. Today the gates were open and a small brightly coloured 
barge was moving in. A man and a girl standing on the barge smiled and waved at the school 
friends, and they waved back. They wanted to stay and watch, but they knew they’d be late for their 
first class, so they walked on.
 Suddenly Billy stopped. What was that on the ground? It was a 50 pound note! That was a lot of 
money.
 ‘Hey, look what I’ve found!’ he called out to his friends.  
 ‘What is it? Wow!’ said Jane. ‘50 pounds! Hey, you’re rich!’ 
 ‘Oh, come on,’ said Hassan. ‘That belongs to someone. You can’t just take it!’
 ‘But whose is it? We don’t know who dropped it. And how could we ever find out?’ said Jane.
 Billy didn’t say anything. There was no one else around: the street was empty, so no one had 
seen him pick up the banknote except his friends. Of course, it would be so good to have 50 pounds. 
He could buy so many things and give a nice present to his mum for her birthday. Of course, it 
would be hard to explain to her how he had paid for the present. He knew he should give it back 
to the person it belonged to. But Jane was right: how could they find out who that was? He put the 
banknote in his pocket. 
 Just at that moment they heard footsteps. The three friends turned around and saw a girl 
approaching, her eyes fixed on the ground. It was the girl from the barge. 
 ‘Hey, what’s the matter?’ said Hassan. ‘Is there something wrong?’ 
 The girl looked up and smiled sadly. ‘Yes,’ she said. ‘I came up here earlier with my dad and he 
dropped some money. He only just realised as we were going through the lock.’
Billy breathed in sharply. He put his hand into his pocket and pulled out the banknote. He handed it 
to the girl. Her eyes lit up.  
 ‘I found it here just now,’ said Billy. ‘I’m so glad you came along. I didn’t know what to do with it.’  
 ‘We have to run now because we’re going to be late for school!’ cried Hassan. 
 And the three friends started to run. 
 ‘Thank you!’ called out the girl. 

1. Read the text. Circle true (T) or false (F).   /6 

Example: It was a sunny day.  T  /  F  

a. The three friends went to school together most days.  T  /  F

b. The people on the barge seemed friendly.  T  /  F

c. All of the children saw the money on the ground.  T  /  F

d. Hassan wanted Billy to keep the money.  T  /  F

e. Billy wanted to buy his mum a present for her birthday.  T  /  F

f. The girl was happy when Billy gave her the money.  T  /  F
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2. Read the text again. Find words that are antonyms of the words below.   /5

Example: big small 

a. warm __________________

b. bright __________________

c. full __________________ 

d. easy __________________ 

e. unhappy __________________ 

Part 2 

1. Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs. Use the present

simple, present continuous, past simple or past continuous.   /10

Example: The Suez Canal is (be) in Egypt.   

a. The Suez Canal __________________ (connect) the Mediterranean Sea to the Red Sea.

b. An Egyptian pharaoh, Senausert III, __________________ (be) the first to build a canal in this place 

almost four thousand years ago. 

c. In the 19th century, they __________________ (dig) the canal again.  

d. It __________________ (open) to ships on 17th November, 1869.

e. It __________________ (take) ten years to build the canal. 

f. Up to 30,000 people __________________ (work) on the canal at one time. 

g. Many people died when they __________________ (dig) the canal.  

h. Nowadays more ships __________________ (pass) through the Suez Canal than through the 

Panama Canal.

i. It __________________ (not have) any locks because the sea at either end is about the same level.

j. The canal authority __________________ (work) now on making the canal deeper so it can take 

bigger ships.
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Part 3

1. Decide which information in each sentence should be in brackets.   /2
Example: The Thames Barrier was built to protect London (the capital of the UK) from 

tidal floods.    

a. The barrier is built across a 520 metre 1,716 feet wide stretch of the River Thames near Woolwich 

in east London.

b. It has ten huge steel gates each weighing 3,300 tonnes which can be raised to stop very big waves 

and tidal surges coming up the river. 

c. It was planned in the early 1970s and finished ten years later in 1982.

d. Many people 4,000 men and women were involved in the building of the barrier.
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2. Look at the diagrams showing how a hovercraft works. Complete the text with

the words in the box.   /7 

blowing air  floats  lifts  skirt  stops  thin plastic-coated material  

small propeller fans  steer  rudders  flexible  land and water  

change direction  cushion of air  fan  outside edge

Example: Hovercrafts are amphibious vehicles, which means they travel equally well 

over  land and water .

A hovercraft (a.) __________________ above the surface on a (b.) __________________ . The air comes 

from a giant (c.) __________________ , which pushes the air down and (d.) __________________ the 

hovercraft up. 

A (e.) __________________ around the hovercraft (f.) __________________ the air cushion from 

escaping. This is attached to the (g.) __________________ of the hovercraft and is usually made from 

(h.) __________________ . Because this is (i.) __________________ , the hovercraft can easily move 

over any obstacles in its way. 

Hovercrafts are pushed along by (j.) __________________ backwards using (k.) __________________ on 

top of the hovercraft. They need very little power. 

To (l.) __________________ the hovercraft, there are (m.) __________________ placed behind the fans. 

These swivel the air from side to side to (n.) __________________ , like on a plane. 


