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Open mind
Mid-course sKiLLs TesT: AudioscripT

Listening A

A: Ava
I: Ivan

A: Oh, is that your new phone, Ivan? Can I have a look?
I: There’s no point. It doesn’t work.
A: What do you mean, ‘it doesn’t work’?
I: It doesn’t even turn on. When I press the ‘on’ button, 

nothing happens.
A: Well, you should take it back to the shop and 

ask them to exchange it. I’m sure there won’t be 
a problem.

I: There is a problem. While I was trying to make it 
work, I dropped it and broke the screen, and they 
told me that, because of that, I had to pay to have 
it repaired. The really annoying thing is that it didn’t 
work before I dropped it. If I hadn’t dropped it, they 
would replace it, but now they won’t.

A: Oh dear, that doesn’t seem fair. Would they repair it 
if you got the screen mended?

I: I’m not sure. Perhaps I should try calling the shop 
again to check. The guy I spoke to before was really 
unhelpful. He said I should have been more careful.

A: How rude! It must have been very poorly made if it 
was already broken when you got it.

I: I know. It was from that little shop next to the bridge 
– do you know it? I hadn’t been there before, but my 
friend Joe told me it was cheap. Now I know why!

A: Oh that one! I wish you’d told me before you went 
there. My mum had a really bad experience there 
too. She took her laptop in to be repaired and they 
had it for nearly four months! They kept saying they 
needed to order a missing piece from China, and 
she couldn’t take it away because it was in pieces!

I: Oh, I wish I’d known that!

Listening B

M: Mia
G: Grace

M: Did you say your brother is coming to the party on 
Saturday?

G: Yeah, I think so – I certainly hope so.
M: What’s he like, then? Is he like you at all?
G: No, not at all. In fact, he’s pretty much the 

complete opposite.
M: In what way?
G: Well, I suppose I’m not the most sociable person – 

I’ve always been the geeky, academic one. My idea 
of a good evening is staying in and reading a book, 
or perhaps seeing one or two friends. Isaac, on the 
other hand, is a complete party animal.

M: Oh really?
G: Yeah, well you’ll see for yourself on Saturday!
M: Oh wow! And what does he do when he’s not partying?
G: Well, he’s usually climbing a huge mountain 

somewhere or throwing himself out of an aeroplane.
M: He likes doing extreme sports, does he?
G: He certainly does! Unlike me, he’s not happy going 

on a nice, gentle walk through the countryside. He’s 
not interested in staying in his comfort zone. He likes 
to keep pushing himself and doing more and more 
dangerous things – that’s his idea of fun.

M: He sounds amazing! I really want to meet him.
G: Yeah, he is quite amazing. Though, there are things 

about him that aren’t so great. For example, once 
he’s made up his mind to do something, he will 
just do it. He never stops to consider the negative 
effect of his actions on other people, for example 
his girlfriend.

M: Right.
G: But he is an amazing guy and I’m looking forward to 

introducing you.
M: Me too!


