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UNIT TEST 6

SECTION A: GRAMMAR

1 Complete the short story by putting the verbs in 
brackets into the most appropriate form. Sometimes 
more than one answer is possible.

SECTION B – VOCABULARY

3 Choose the correct option a, b, c or d.

1 He has just finished writing his     , which 
covers his life up to last year. It’s a very interesting 
read.

 a biography c autobiography 
b novel d biopic

2 I didn’t enjoy the     of Psycho. I much preferred 
the original version.

 a adoption c cast 
b performance d remake

3 In the end I was very disappointed by the new film. 
The ending was a real     down.

 a put c let 
b turn d come

4 Her new book is very thought-    . You should 
read it.

 a provoking c creating 
b making d raising

5 The film was so     that nearly everyone came 
out of the cinema with tears streaming down their 
faces.  

 a tedious c riveting 
b moving d charming

6 The difference between the two versions of the films 
is particularly     in the final scenes.

 a lightweight c proficient 
b oblivious d pronounced

7 She found the story extremely heart-    and 
recommended it to all her friends.

 a warming b moving 
c gripping d shocking

8 I found the book really hard-    and couldn’t 
even finish it.

 a writing c going 
b reading d working

9 I liked the        language he uses to 
describe the islands. You can really imagine yourself 
there.

 a noticeable c richly-drawn 
b evocative d devoted

10 He’s a well-known     and has won three Oscars 
already for his film scripts.

 a novelist c screenwriter 
b author d ghostwriter 
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The old man 1            (sit) in the 
doorway for hours, watching the endless commuters 
and shoppers walking by. Usually, no one ever 
2            (stop) to speak to him or  
check that he was OK. He 3            
(live) on the streets for the past five years, and 
4            (become) invisible to the 
majority of passers-by. He 5            
(contemplate) moving off to the homeless shelter 
to get some breakfast when a shadow suddenly 
6            (loom) over him. Looking 
up, he 7            (see) the angelic face 
of a young child peering at him through thick glasses. 
While he 8            (stare) into the 
boy’s face, he 9            (become) 
aware of a strident voice admonishing the child: 
‘Come away from that filthy old man.’ Somewhere 
in the depths of his muddled brain was a flicker of 
recognition. That voice! How could he forget it? 
The last time he 10            (hear) 
it was over 20 years ago when he 11            
(leave) home five years before. 
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2 Choose the correct option to complete the 
sentences referring to the past.

1 I wasn’t used to / didn’t use to / wouldn’t working 
for a big company because all my experience had 
been in a smaller companies.

2 He never would / used to / was used to enjoy 
watching horror films, but now he loves them.

3 I remember my grandfather got used to / use to / 
would always put a coin in our hands when we went 
to visit him.

4 Did you use to / Were you used to / Would you go 
to school in Scotland?
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4 Complete the dialogue with phrases from the box. 

lived up to    get into it    put it down 
my kind of thing    real page-turner 

A: What did you think of the new sci-fi book?
B: Amazing! I couldn’t 1          .
A: Really?  I found it quite the opposite – I just couldn’t 

2          . There were too many 
characters at the beginning and that confused me.

B: I thought it was a 3          and I can’t 
wait for the sequel to come out.

A: Well, I’ve decided it’s not 4          .
B: Why did you read it then?
A: Because I wanted to see if it 5          all 

the hype in the press.
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SECTION C: INTEGRATED SKILLS

5 Read the text and decide if the following statements 
are True (T), False (F) or Not Given (NG).

 1 Only fictional texts can be regarded as 
literature.     

 2 Today everything we write can be classed as 
literature.     

 3 Literature holds up a mirror to real life.     
 4 Contemporary literary works are a great source of 

information for historians.     
 5 Contemporary literature informs us about the way 

society worked at a specific time.     
 6 Well-researched literature today has less value than 

contemporary literature.     
 7 A classic novel is one that remains relevant in the 

modern world.     
 8 Having a long-term impact on the reader is the most 

important factor for a classic novel.     
 9 Seeing life through the eyes of another person is a 

valuable experience.     
10 Literature can help children to understand the world 

around them.     

The value of literature

Literature can be defined as the body of written 
works, both fiction and non-fiction, of a language, 
period or culture. However, in this modern world of 
mass communication, can everything that is written 
be defined as literature? Surely, it needs to have 
some lasting benefit for society if it is to be classed 
as such? 

People say that true literature is a reflection of 
real life and human experiences and emotions. 
Contemporary literature is obviously a wonderful 
way of giving the reader and historians a view of 
life through the eyes of others into how people 
lived at a particular time. Not only do they reflect 
the way people spoke, but how they thought, 
what they wore, how they lived and the prevailing 
political conditions. On the other hand, historical 
novels or non-fiction written today have to be well-
researched in order to get as close as possible to 
the reality of the time on which they are based. 

For many, in order to be regarded as a classic piece 
of literature, a novel has to stand the test of time 
as well as tell a good story. There are many other 
criteria that the author of such a novel should fulfil, 
some of which include the ability to draw the reader 
to its characters and leave a lasting impression. It is 
the closest we can get to being another person as 
it allows us to imagine a different life through the 
words and experiences of fictional characters. 

Children should be encouraged as early as possible 
to read as it broadens their perspectives on the 
world and helps them to understand others who live 
in very different worlds and circumstances. 


